Arms sellers debate controls 

PARIS CAP) — The world's five major arms sellers continued an 
unprecedented round of talks Tuesday on establishing guidelines to 
control the Sow of weapons to the Middle East and otter areas. French 
foreign ministry spokesman Daniel Bernard said any agreement would 
pr obabl y indude a new arms-control mechanism in the United Nations 
Security Council- The two-day meeting, which started Monday, involves 
the five permanent council members — the United States, the Soviet 
Union, Britain, France and China. “I imagine that if there is an accord 
among the five permanents, it would be of the nature of creating a 
dynamic” in the council and among the otter arms exporters, Mr. 
Bernard said. The meeting, expected to be the first of a series, took place 
behind dosed doors at a conference centre. It was undear whether details 
of the talks would be disclosed. Mr. Bernard said the participants might 
issue a joint communique. 
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, 200 face military 
trial in Tunisia 

TUNIS (R) — Nearly 200 Muslim 
fundamentalists arrested in Tuni- 
sia in recent months on suspicion 
of conspiracy will stand trial in a 
military court, lawyers said Tues- 
day. Interior Minister Abdullah. 
Kallel said in a statement pub- 
lished Tuesday that the defen- 
dants, members of the unrecog- 
nised Nahdha (Renaissance) 
movement, planned to carry out a 
military coup. The lawyers said 
the defendants included several 
dozen army officers and that no 
date had been set for the trials. 

Pakistan voices 
concern 
over Israelis 

ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistan 
said Tuesday that the presence of 
young, fit Israelis in disputed 
Kashmir was incongruous, while 
newspapers speculated they 
« might have been preparing a 
strike against a secret Pakistani 
nuclear plant. Senior foreign 
ministry official Shaharyar 
Mohammad Khan said his Indian 
counterpart Muchkund Dnbey 
had insisted during talks in the 
Maldives last week that Israelis 
caught up in a recent kidnap 
drama were tourists. 

EC official to 
visit Israel 

BRUSSELS (AP) — A top Euro- 
pean Community (EC) official 
will travel to Israel later this week 
to meet with Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir and other high 
officials, the bloc said Tuesday. 
Abel Matutes. the community's 
top official for Mediterranean 
policy, will pay his first visit to 
i, Israel Wednesday and Thursday 
to discuss economic cooperation 
and other issues. He was sche- 
duled to meet not only with Mr. 
Shamir,. Foreign Minister David 
Levy and other government offi- 
cials but also with a Palestinian 
delegation from the occupied ter- 
ritories. 

Moscow may restore 
republic for 
Soviet Germans 

BONN (R) — The Soviet Union 
may restore the autonomous re- 
public for ethnic Germans that 
Josef Stalin dissolved in 1941, a 
senior Bonn official said Tues- 
day. Horst Waffenschmidt said 
Soviet officials agreed with him 
that a restored republic would 
{ help keep some of the two million 
*■ ethnic Germans in the Soviet 
Union from leaving. Both sides 
are concerned about the steady 
migration to Germany of Soviet 
Germans, who complain of discri- 
mination sinoe the Nazis invaded 
the Soviet Union during World 
War H. 

CIA officer pleads 
guilty 

WASHINGTON (AP) — A for- 
mer Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) officer pleaded guilty 
Tuesday to two misdemeanor 
charges of withholding informa- 
tion from Congress in the Iran- 
contra affair and agreed to 
cooperate in the continuing inves- 
tigation of the arms-for-h ostages 
l scandal. Alan Fiers’ testimony 
could breathe new life into the 
four-and-a-half year Iran-contra 
investigation, which Republicans 
have suggested be brought to a 
conclusion. Mr. Fiers. former 
chief of the CIA’s Central Amer- 
ican Task Force, admitted that he 
withheld information from Con- 
gress about the diversion of Iran 
arms sale money to the contras 
and' about Oliver North’s secret 
operation to resupply the contras 
with weapons in 1985 and 1986. 

Bahrain to escort 
vessels near Kuwait 

BAHRAIN (AP) — Bahrain’s 
0 navy will escort commercial ves- 
sels through mine-threatened 
shipping lanes off Kuwait, it was 
announced here Tuesday. The 
orders to the navy were given by 
Crown Prince Sheikh Hamad Ben 
Isa AI Khalifa, commander-in- 
chief of the Bahrain defence 
force. The coastal area has been 
cleared of all known mines to 
discourage an amphibious land- 
ing during the Gulf war. But 
explosives could still float in from 
nearby Iraqi waters, which were 
mined for the same reason. Many 
commercial vessels navigate the 
, waters unaided. 
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Iraq says its 
nuclear plans 
were peaceful 

Dispute rages after fresh Iraqi 
disclosure of uranium programme 


UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— Iraq, saying its nuclear prog- 
ramme was peaceful, sard in 
documents obtained Tuesday that 
it withheld information about its 
efforts to enrich uranium and 
destroyed some equipment for 
fear of a U.S. attack. 

“Iraq had some good reasons 
connected with its national secur- 
ity which made it refrain from 
divulging some of the stages of 
this (peaceful nuclear) .program- 
me,” said Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Ahmad Hussein in a letter to the 
U.N. secretary-general and U.N. 
nuclear energy officials. 

“Among these reasons ... are 
the fear of exaggeration, abuse 
and aggression,” be wrote. 

In Washington, State Depart- 
ment spokeswoman Margaret 
Tutwfier said “that's ridiculous” 

“Iraq has a programme to de- 
velop nuclear weapons,” she 
said, but declined to say how far 
along the programme had prog- 
ressed. 

“It is something the world 
wants destroyed and to know 
where every bit of it is,” Ms. 
Tutwiler said. 


Hussein's letter and lists of 
materials, equipment and loca- 
tions were submitted Sunday in 
Arabic. 

Iraq acknowledged it had three , 
clandestine programmes to enrich 
uranium, but insisted all were for 
peaceful, not military, purposes. 

After Israel’s attack on an Iraqi 
nuclear reactor June 7, 1981, the ( 
letter said, Iraq decided on secre- 
cy and self-reliance to protect : 
itself. 

In other documents, U.N. offi- 
cials said, Iraq also admitted 
manufacturing about 500 gram- 
mes of slightly enriched uranium. , 
Experts say about 25 kilogram- ; 
mes of highly enriched uranium 
are needed to make a nuclear 
weapon. 

Mr. Hussein said Iraq's nuclear 
programme was subjected to 
“comprehensive destruction ... as 
a result of the (allied) aggression” 

He also said Iraq decided to 
destroy all the equipment that 
might constitute a violation of the 
Gulf war ceasefire resolution. 


(Continued on page 5) 



Ghozali: Algeria in 
dire financial crisis 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — Amidst 
its political troubles, Algeria 
faces the worst financial cirsis in 
its history and plans urgent talks 
with the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) about its foreign 
debt, the prime minister said 
Tuesday. 

Sidahmad Ghozali told the 
National Assembly be would con- 
sult with IMF Managing Director 
Michel Camdessus about ways to 
ease the crisis without having to 
reschedule payments on the 
country’s foreign debt of roughly 
$25 billion. 

On June 3, the IMF extended a 
credit of $400 million to Algeria 
to assist its efforts to switch from 
a state-controlled to market eco- 
nomy. 

But on June 4, a massive anti- 
government protest campaign by 
Muslim fundamentalists erupted 
into violence. Mr. Ghozali was 
appointed prime minister June 5, 
the same day that President 
Chadli Benjedid declared a state 
of emergency. 

Clashes continued on a spor- 
adic basis until last week, and the 
cumulative death toll rose to 


more than 50 for a four-week 
period. On June 30, security 
forces launched a major crack- 
down on the fundamentalists’ 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS), 
arresting more than 1360 of its 
followers and several of its top 
leaders. 

One result of die crackdown, 
and the arrest of the FIS’s presi- 
dent and rice president, has been 
increased tension among diffe- 
rent factions of the fundamental- 
ist movement. 

On Tuesday, hundreds of fol- 
lowers of the jailed vice presi- 
dent, Ali Belhadj, broke up a 
news conference called by the 
front’s number two leader, 
Hachemi Sahnouni. He is consi- 
dered more moderate than Mr. 
Belhadj, who had urged a “holy 
war” against the government. 

Mr. Ghozali repeatedly has 
stressed his determination to hold 
democratic parliamentary elec- 
tions before the end of the year. 
He also has made economic re- 
covery a top priority, but asuter- 
ity measures may be difficult to 
sustain in the current, volatile 
political conditions. 


Kuwaiti parliament 
meets; deputies, bitter 


KUWAIT CITY (Agencies) — 
The national council opened 
Tuesday with prayers for those 
killed daring the Gulf crisis and 
an agenda that emphasised recon- 
struction. 

But some members said the 
assembly has no power over the 
government, and opposition 
groups say it is unconstitutional. 

“This assembly does not have 
the authority to force the govern- 
ment to do anything. It’s very 
weak,” said Khalifa Al Karafi, a 
businessman elected to the coun- 
cil 

“We want people to respect 
Kuwait, to say that was a good 
country to help,” Mr. Karafi 
added. He said council members 
might push for resignations from 
military officers who fled from 
the invading Iraqis in August. 

The council includes 50 mem- 
bere voted into office in June 
1990 elections which were 
boycotted by most of the opposi- 
tion, and 25 chosen by the emir. 

The national council was desig- 
nated to replace the parliament 
which the emir. Sheikh Jaber Al 
Ahmad Al Sabah, dissolved in 
1986. The council met only once 
before Iraq’s Aug. 2 invasion. 

In bis opening address Tuesday 
the emir said the council should 


work hard on reconstruction until 
parliamentary elections, set for 
October 1992. 

About 400 opposition members 
attended a rally at a private home 
Monday night to protest the 
counci] opening. They called for 
the return of a parliament under 
the 1962 constitution, a free press 
and the right to assemble in pub- 
lic. 

No mention of the rally 
appeared in local papers. 

“The meeting was against the 
law, they must have permission 
from the ministry of the interior 
before I can publish their opin- 
ions,” said Information Minister 
Badr Al Yacoub, who is an 
appointed member of the new 
coundl. 

Most council members said 
they planned to follow the gov- 
ernment’s agenda of emphasising 
reconstruction of damaged build- 
ings, ensuring Kuwait's security 
through international coopera- 
tion and getting back missing 
prisoners of war and property. 

Opposition members have pre- 
dicted the council would be used 
to change election laws. But 
council members vowed their, 
purpose was not to replace the’ 

parliament. 
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Strike marks 43rd 
month of intifada 


Bfis Majesty King Hussein Tuesday meets U.N. special envoy Edourd Brunner (Petra photo) 

King, Brunner review peace 
prospects and role of U.N. 

U.N. envoy meets Masri, Ensour, 
says world body ready to work for 
implementation of resolutions 


By a Jordan Times Staff, 
Writer with agency dispatches 

AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein Tuesday held talks with 
United Nations special Middle 
East envoy Edouard Bnnpter on 
efforts for peace in the region and 
the role of the U.N. in im- 
plementing Security Council re- 
solutions on the Arab-Isradi con- 
flict and the Palestinian problem. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, said the King and Mr. Brun- 
ner, who arrived here earlier in 
the day, reviewed prospects for a 
durable and comprehensive 
peace settlement in the Middle 
East. 

Prime Minister Taber Masri 
and Foreign Minister Abdullah 
Ensour also met with the U.N. 
envoy, who was appointed by 


Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar in March to give an 
impetus to peace efforts in the 
Middle East in the wake of the 
Gulf war. 

The focus of the talks was the 
situation in the Middle East and 
Jordan’s views concerning the 
role of the U.N. in achieving 
peace in the region, Petra said. 

The prime minister stressed the 
need for United Nations parti- 
cipation in the ongoing efforts for 
the implementation of interna- 
tional legitimacy. 

Following bis talks with Dr. 
Ensour, the U-N. enovy said that 
the world body remained ready to 
offer its good offices to all parties 
with a view to implementing 
U.N. resolutions. 

“I am here to remind every- 
body that the United Nations is at 


the disposal of all the parties to 
find a solution ... on the basis of 
Security Council resolutions,” 
Mr. Brunner told reporters. 

Mr. Brunner arrived from 
Israel on the second leg of a 
Middle East tour that also will 
take horn to Syria, Egypt and 
Lebanon. 

In Israel, Mr. Brunner was told 
by Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir that the Jewish state rejects 
any U.N. involvement in Middle 
East peace talks. 

Israel wants a regional confer- 
ence, brokered, by the United 
States and the Soviet Union, to 
meet once and then break up into 
bilateral discussions between 
Israeli and Arab delegates. 


(Continued on page 5) 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestinians in the 
occupied territories Tuesday 
staged a general strike marking 
43 months of the uprising against 
occupation. 

Israeli soldiers clamped a cur- 
few on Khan Yanis in southern 
Gaza to search for suspects in the 
shooting of two Israelis since 
Sunday, Arab reports said. 

The general strike, a tradition- 
al measure staged at the end of 
each month of the uprising, was 
called by two underground 
groups, tiie Unified National 
Leadership and the Muslim fun- 
damentalist movement Hamas. 

Public transportation and 
shops were closed in much of the 
occupied territories, and some 
building sites in Israel were idle 
as many Palestinians stayed home 
from work. Israel radio reported 
that some Arab workers reported 
to their jobs in Israel. 

In Damascus, the Democratic 
Front for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine, (DFLP). claimed responsi- 
bility for shooting and wounding' 
an Israeli man, Amnon Yahalo- 
mi, in southern Gaza Monday. 

The army said Yahalomi, from 
an Israeli collective farm outside 
the Gaza Strip, was shot while 
waiting to pick up Arab workers 
at Morag junction near Khan 
Yunis. 

On Sunday another Israeli man 
was shot and wounded near the 
same site, where be had also 
travelled to take Arab workers to 
Israel. 

The DELP statement referred 
only to Monday's shooting which 
it called “an assassination 


attempt against an Israeli armed 
settler who was provoking 
Palestinian citizens. The Israeli 
settler traded fire with the group, 
which shot him and severely in- 
jured him/* 

Dozens of Palestinians from 
nearby Rafah and Khan Yunis 
were detained for questioning ab- 
out the shooting Monday night. 

Soldiers searched mosques, cli- 
nics and houses early Tuesday in 
Khan Yunis and the neighbouring 
refugee camp as the area’s appro- 
ximately 85,000 residents were 
confined to their homes. 

Shnrael Zucker, commander of 
the Gaza Strip, called on Israeli 
employers to pick up their work- 
ers at designated roadblocks at 
the entrance to Gaza and to avoid 
entering the area. 

Arab reporters said that the 
army cut down 200 fruit trees that 
fined the road near the Morag 
junction after the two attacks. 

Israeli settlers called on the 
government to build a new Jewish 
settlement in the area of the 
attack site as a response to the 
shooting. 

Asher Stern, “head of secur- 
ity” for Gaza Strip settlements, 
said plans were being finalised to 
expand the 15-family Jewish set- 
tlement Morag near the junction 
where the two Israelis were 
wounded. 

A military court sentenced six 
Palestinian activists from the 
West Bank's Tulkarm refugee 
camp to life in prison for killing 
Arabs they suspected of collabor- 
. ating with Israel, the army com- 

(Coa tinned on page 5) 


Yugoslav, Slovene 
leaders trade charges 


Israel shrugs off call for its 
withdrawal from S. Lebanon 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israeli 
Defence Minister Moshe Arens 
said Tuesday that his country has 
no intention of withdrawing from 
the zone it occupies in South 
Lebanon. 

Mr. Arens' comment came a 
day after the U.S. State Depart- 
ment urged Israel to pull out of 
Lebanon now that Lebanese 
troops were deploying in the 
country's south and disarming 
Palestinian guerrillas. 

However, Israel Radio quoted 
Mr. Arens as saying he has re- 
ceived no formal request to with- 
draw Israeli forces from Leba- 
non. 

“There is no' talk of any with- 
drawal from the security zone,”, 
Mr. Arens said on the radio. “We 
have paid a dear price over the 
years to ensure the safety of 
citizens in the north of the coun- 
try. We don’t intend to give up 
tins achievement." 

Mr. Arens spoke while review- 
ing a military exercise in Syria’s 
Golan Heights, which Israel 
occupied in the 1967 war and. 
declared part of Israeli territory 
in 1981. 


On Monday, U.S. State De- 
partment spokeswoman Margaret 
Tutwiler said that the United 
States was encouraged by the 
Lebanese army’s efforts to con- 
fine Palestinian guerrillas into re- 
fugee camps and take away their 
heavy weapons. 

The Palestinians agreed to give 
up the weapons last week after a 
four-day battle in which the army 
forced them out of positions out- 
side the camps as part of the 
Lebanese government’s effort to 
reassert control over the coun- 
try's south. 

Ms. Tutwiler went on to say: 
“We believe the security and 
safety of all people of South. 
Lebanon and northern Israel can 
best be assured by a strong, effec- 
tive central government in 
Beirut.” 

Asked whether Syria should 
first withdraw the 40,000 troops it 
keeps in Lebanon with the 
approval of the Lebanese govern- 
ment, Ms. Tutwiler added: “I'm 
not going to get into a first or 
second.” 

Mr. Arens, in his comments on 
the radio, noted it was longstand- 


ing U.S. policy to remove all 
foreign forces from Lebanon, 
both Syrian and Israeli. 

He said there has been an 
increase in efforts to infiltrate 
into Israel from Lebanon as the 
Lebanese army moved south. 
Officials had earlier expressed 
fears that the army’s deployment 
would force guerrillas south to- 
wards the Israeli-controlled zone. 

Israel has exercised control 
over South Lebanon since a 1978 
invasion of the country. U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 425 
of that year called on Israel to 
withdraw from Lebanon. 

Israel invaded Lebanon again 
in 1982 and consolidated control 
over the south through a proxy 
militia when it withdrew the bulk 
of its forces in 1985. 

Lebanon asked the United 
States Saturday to put pressure 
on Israel to leave Jezzme, an 
enclave beyond the zone that is 
held by Israel’s 3,000-man 
Lebanese militia. 

Britain said Tuesday it wel- 
comed signs the Lebanese army 
was restoring control in southern 
Lebanon. 


LJUBLJANA, Yugoslavia 
(Agencies) — Slovene and feder- 
al officials Tuesday accused each 
other of jeopardising peace, a day 
after an agreement meant to give 
politicians instead of armies a 
chance to deride Yugoslavia's fu- 
ture. 

Meanwhile, in ethnically di- 
vided Croatia, which like 
Slovenia declared independence 
June 25, scattered incidents of 
shooting involving the federal 
army were reported overnight. 

Tire federal presidency dis- 
patched two representatives to 
urge Slovenian leaders to obey 
the terms of a pact reached under 
European Community (EC) au- 
spices. The federal envoys began 
meeting in Ljubljana with 
Slovene President Milan Kucan. 

The Yugoslav news agency 
Tanjug, citing unidentified 
sources, said the talks were dead- 
locked over lifting the blockades 
at federal army bases in Slovenia. 

An EC team was to arrive later 
Tuesday to monitor the truce in 
■'Slovenia. 

The federal presidency — 
nominally the supreme comman- 
der of the army — charged Tues- 
day that Slovenia had failed to lift 
a blockade of some federal army 
units, was holding police prison- 
ers, and had not deactivated its 
territorial defence units. 

A Slovenian foreign ministry 
spokesman said all the soldiers 
captured by Slovene defence 
forces had been released, but 
noted the situation was “fluid" 
because some federal soldiers re- 
fused to return home. 

The Red Cross said all soldiers 
without rank and federal police 
bad been released, as had 86 of 91 


officers. 

Tension continued to rise be- 
tween Serbia and Croatia, Yugos- 
lavia's biggest republics and old 
enemies, amid the efforts to im- 
plement the EC-brokered peace 
plan. 

An official in Osijek, a Croa- 
tian town near the frontier with 
the Serbian province of Vojvodi- 
na, reported several incidents 
during the night with federal 
array troops across the border. 

Croatian officials say the army, 
whose officers are predominantly 
Serbs, is backing Serbian expan- 
sionist ambitions and helping 
members of Croatia’s Serbian 
minority who have taken up arms 
against its independence. Serbia 
denies the charges. 

Osijek Mayor Zlatko Kramaric 
told a news conference troops 
fired on a Croatian police car in 
the nearby town of Ilok, killing a 
policeman and injuring two. Zag- 
reb Racfio said an anti-tank mis- 
sile hit the car and the man 
burned to death. 

Tanjug said Croatian para- 
military forces had fired mortars 
at army units in Backa Palanka, 
on the opposite bank of the 
Danube River from Ilok. 

In another incident, Croatian 
radio said army tanks blockaded 
the police station in the frontier 
town of Glina after the army said 
police fired on its men. Glina is 
south of Zagreb, the Croatian 
capital, about 400 kilometres 
west of Osijek. 

Violence between Serbs and 
Croats has escalated steadily in 
the past six months as Croatia 
and Slovenia stepped up break- 
away moves and declared inde- 
pendence June 25. 


Human rights abuses abound in Mideast — Amnesty 


LONDON (R) — Political 
arrests, torture and summary 
executions abounded in the 
Middle East in 1990, focusing 
international criticism on more 
than a dozen countries, the 
human rights group Amnesty 
International said Wednesday. 

In its annual report. Amnes- 
ty said thousands of people had 
been detained and hundreds 
unlawfully executed or tor- 
tured in the region. 

“In Syria, thousands of sus- 
pected government opponents, 
were still imprisoned from pre- 
vious years, some of them rela- 
tives who bad been arrested in 
place of family members,” the 


report said. 

“In Egypt thousands of 
members and supporters of 
Islamic groups were detained 
under emergency laws. In 
Israel and the occupied terri- 
tories some 25,000 Palestinians 
were arrested in conjunction 
with the intifada, with over 
4,000 being detained without 
charge or trial.” it added. 

The report also named Iran, 
Kuwait, Bahrain, Jordan, 
Saudi Arabia and Libya as 
having detained opponents 
without trial. 

“Prisoners and detainees in 
virtually every country in the 
Middle East were tortured or 


ill-treated. Often they were 
beaten to get them to confess 
to crimes sometimes the tor- 
ture was simply a form of 
punishment,” the report said. 

"In occupied Kuwait, 
Amnesty International 
documented 38 types of torture 
by Iraqi forces. There, as in 
other countries, the .methods 
included beating on the soles 
of the feet, extinguishing 
cigarettes on people's bodies, 
giving electric shocks and flog- 

Prisoners were also mistre- 
ated in Saudi Arabia, Israel, 
Iran, Jordan, Egypt, Tunisia 
and Morocco, it said. 


“During 1990, thousands of 
political prisoners who ‘dis- 
appeared’ in previous years 
were still missing,” the report 
said, naming Iraq, Turkey, 
Morocco and Lebanon as 
places where the fete of politic- 
al prisoners was not known. 

Iraqi, Israeli and Syrian 
troops were guilty of tilling 
civilians in unjustified cir- 
cumstances, it said. 

The report criticised the re- 
tention of the death penalty by 
every Middle East country. 

“Iran was again die country 
where Amnesty International 
recorded the Largest number of 
executions, with more than 700 


people killed by the state this 
way, more than 100 of them 
after being convicted of drug 
trafficking," it said. 

Iraq was named for execut- 
ing British-based journalist 
Farzad Bazoft and for alleged- 
ly killing 120 soldiers who re- 
fused to take part in its Aug. 2 
invasion of Kuwait. 

In Morocco 140 people were 
under sentence of death 
although none was killed. 

“Other countries where 
death sentences were passed or 
carried out indude Algeria, 
Egypt, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, 
Syria and Tunisia,” it said. 






Middle East News 


U.N. relief official 


holds talks in Iraq 


BAGHDAD |R) — U.N. huma- 
nitarian troubleshooter Prince 
Sadruddin Aga Khan began talks 
Tuesday with Iraq which wants to 
end its dependence on post-war 
handouts by selling oil to buy 
food and medicine. 

Prince Sadruddin, who arrived 
in Baghdad Monday to coordin- 
ate a U.N. report on Iraq's huma- 
nitarian needs and the impact of 
sanctions, kicked off his visit with 
more than three hours of talks 
with Foreign Minister Ahmad 
Hussein Khudayer. 

“We of course discussed a 
great many different issues and 
Tm not in a position to comment 
on the individual points that were 
raised," he told reporters after 
the meeting. 

Trade Minister Mohammad 
Mehdi Saleh has made dear that 
Iraq wants the U.N. sanctions 
committee to allow it sell oil to 
buy food and medicines. 

And relief officials and U.N. 
sources say that Traq, which has 
the world's second largest oil 
reserves, wants to be allowed to 
pay its way. 

■’They don't want charity from 
the world.” one U.N. official 
said. 

The Security Council imposed 
trade sanctions on Iraq after it 
invaded Kuwait last Aug. 2. 

Lifting of the embargo hinges 
on Iraqi compliance with condi- 
tions of the ceasefire imposed 
after Iraq's Gulf war defeat at the 
end of February. This includes 
the scrapping of Iraq's weapons 


of mass destruction. 

Mr. Saleh told Reuters in an 
interview Sunday that although 
sanctions had been eased for food 
and medicines, a continuing 
freeze on Iraqi assets abroad was 
preventing Iraq from buying any- 
thing. 

He said most of the estimated 
S3.75 billion Iraq has invested 
abroad was in the United States, 
Britain or France. 

“We know that the hostility 
from those three is well known. It 
is not expected drat they will 
unfreeze our money easily/* he 
added. 

“The only possibility is to allow 
us to export oil,” he said. 

Iraq has asked the Sanctions 
Committee for permission to sell 
just under SI billion worth of oil 
to enable it to pay for imports of 
food and medicines. 

Prince Sadruddin, who is in 
charge of post-Gulf war huma- 
nitarian relief in Iraq and Kuwait, 
refused to say whether Iraq had 
raised the matter with him. “I 
hope to have much more to say 
later,” he said. 

A special U.N. team, which 
arrived in Baghdad a week ago. is 
preparing a report for the prince 
on Iraq's humanitarian needs and 
the impact of sanctions. 

Dominique Dufour. head of 
the International Committee of 
the Red Cross delegation in 
Baghdad, told Reuters his mes- 
sage to the team was that some 
way should be found of enabling 
Iraq to pay for the food and 



Sadruddin Aga Khan 


medicines it needs. 

Staffan Bodemar, Baghdad 
chief of mission for the office of 
the U.N. High Commissioner for 
Refugees, said there was a con- 
tradiction in continuing aid to a 
country which could feed itself. 

“We are searching for a formu- 
la for Iraq to pay for itself,” he 
said. 

President Saddam Hussein told 
community leaders from Babylon 
go ve mo rate Monday that Iraq 
was not the type of country to be 
influenced by shortages. 

“Shortages will not force us to 
sacrifice our dignity,” he said- 

Industry Minister Amer Ham- 
moudi Al Saadi put it more blunt- 

*y- 

“It's a question of pride.” he 
told Reuters in an interview last 
month. 

“If you asked me now ‘do you 
want sanctions lifted?' I would 
say ‘yes, please' but I would not 
beg for it. We can go back to 
fanning and herding sheep.” 


Egypt criticizes Sharon, settlements 


CAIRO (AP) — Egypt, the only 
Arab country at peace with 
Israel, kept up a recent torrent of 
criticism by condemning the Jew- 
ish state's housing minister and 
the hardline settlement policy he 
espouses. 

A statement issued Tuesday by 
the foreign ministry said Ariel 
Sharon's policies had led to an 
“unprecedented wave of settle- 
ments" in the occupied territor- 
ies. 

“Egypt totally rejects the state- 
ments by... Ariel Sharon about 
Israel's intention never to give up 
the occupied territories.” the 
ministry said. 

“Egypt condemns Israel's con- 
tinued violation of Palestinians' 
rights in the occupied territories 
and the unprecedented wave of 


settlements, which it considers 
are a bad omen for the peace 
process." 

Mr. Sharon * one of the most 
adamant hardliners in Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Sh'amir's 
cabinet, vowed Sunday to settle a 
million Jews in and around occu- 
pied Jerusalem, West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. “Israel has no plan 
and will never have any plan to 
abandon the West Bank and 
Gaza.” he said. 

His comments came less than a 
week after President George 
Bush criticised settlement- 
building as counter-productive to 
peace 

Tuesday's Egyptian statement 
said Israel's settlement policy 
“violates international laws, has 
no legitimacy and must be stop- 


ped to give peace efforts a 
chance.” 

Levy protests criticism 


Israseli Foreign Minister David 
Levy Monday protested Egyptian 
criticism of Prime Minister Sha- 
mir in a meeting with Egypt's 
Ambassador to Israel Moham- 
mad Bassiouny. 

According the daily Yeuiuih 
Ahronoth. an aide to President 
Mubarak has said that Mr. Sha- 
mir hampers the peace proess and 
there is reason to aspire to his 
replacement. 

Mr. Levy told Mr. Bassiouny 
that Egypt's rejection of the 
prime minister was a “national 
insult” that “has no place be- 
tween countries at peace,” a fore- 
ign ministry statement said. 



Syrian 

film 

festival 


WASHINGTON (R> — The Un- 
ited States has cancelled a festival 
of American films which was 
supposed to have taken place in 
Syria recently after the Syrians 
refused to screen films produced 
by a company blacklisted for 
alleged dealings with Israel. 

A State Department official 
said Monday Washington cancel- 
led the festival, jointly sponsored 
by the U.S. Information Service 
and the Syrian Ministry of Cul- 
ture, after the Syrians refused to 
screen three films made by Col- 
umbia Pictures. 

“We decided to cancel the fes- 
tival rather than pull the films” 
said the official. 

“This festival had been in the 
works for several months and the 
films were all agreed to in adv- 
ance,” the official said. 

Syria observes an Arab League 
boycott of companies doing busi- 
ness with Israel. Earlier this year 
several Arab states refused a 
U.S. request that they lift the 
embargo as a gesture of goodwill 
to help get Arab-Israeli peace 
talks underway. 

The official said U.S. Ambas- 
sador to Syria Edward Djerejian 
raised the matter personally with 
the Syrian minister of culture to 
no avail, and that at the last 
minute someone in the Syrian 
government pointed out that Col- 
umbia was ont he Arab boycott 
list. 

Columbia was acquired last 
year by the Japanese Sony com- 
pany for S3. 1 billion. Before that 
it was 49 per cent owned by Coca 
Cola Inc. 

Coca Cola, which does busi- 
ness in Israel, was on the boycott 
list for years until it was removed 
earlier this year in what was 
widely seen as a gesture to the 
United States. 

Washington has been courting 
Syria since the beginning of the 
Gulf crisis, first as a partner in the 
U.S.-led coalition that fought 
Iraq and later as a key player in 
U.S. -sponsored efforts to prom- 
ote Arab-Israeli peace. 

But Washington has been un- 
able to secure agreement be- 
tween Israel and Syria on the 
terms of a peace conference. 


Victory the Afghan way — with baksheesh and bullets 


By Earleen Fisher 

The Associated Press 
LALADHAR, Afghanistan 
— In the shade of an ancient 
tree beside the cool, clear 
waters of the Kabul River, 
the generals munched cucum- 
bers and recalled their victory 
over the guerrillas who once 
used this region to rain rock- 
ets on the capital. 

According to President Na- 
jibullah's government, it was 
a disciplined operation, a 
month of land and air assaults 
in which 405 of the U.S.- 
supported Mujahedeen re- 
bels were killed and only 35 
government soldiers died. 

But other sources, both 
Afghan and foreign, say it 
was a victory purchased pri- 
marily with hard cash, bales 
of the nearly worthless 
Afghani currency and 3 li- 
cence to loot for fighters who 
switched sides. 

The sources, who spoke on 
the condition of anonymity, 
say there was indeed a' milit- 
ary operation. That is evident 
from the increase in rocket 
and artillery fire, the helicop- 
ter gunships clattering over 
the hills and the dust-caked 
jeeps and armoured vehicles 
returning the 32 kilometres to 
Kabul over a poiholed high- 
way. 

But they say financial gain, 
not military might, is the key 


to the government's success 
in broadening its security belt 
around Kabul. The capital 
has been besieged for 13 
years by the Mujahedeen. 

Since the government op- 
eration into Wardak province 
west started June 6, there has 
been a near-absence of rock- 
ets fired on Kabul from the 
west and south. 

The rockets which still 
come — some days four or 
five, other days none — are 
mostly from the northeast, 
where the guerrillas are dug 
in 40 kilometres away. 

The combined strategy of 
baksheesh and bullets is suc- 
ceeding, at least in limited 
area, where sheer firepower 
failed during the nine years of 
all-out combat directed and 
dominated by the Soviet Un- 
ion. 

Baksheesh impolitely 
means a bribe, and at best 
means appreciation for ser- 
vices rendered. 

The last of the Red Army's 
115.000 troops quit Afghanis- 
tan in February 1989, leaving 
what was once a superpower 
proxy war to their onetime 
proteges, the Afghan armed 
forces commanded by Presi- 
dent Najibuliah, and to the 
Mujahedeen, whose Amer- 
ican support is cooling. 

The government troops, 
estimated by Kabul observers 


to number at least 220.000. 
consist largely of reluctant 
conscripts paid as little as 500 
afghanis a month, or 55 
cents. 

Since the Soviet troops 
left, the war has reverted to 
the centuries-old Afghan way 
of doing battle: make deals, 
hang onto the capital of 
Kabul and keep shooting. 

Nobody wins, nobody loses 
and the people keep dying 
throughout the country. 

But here in Laladhar, salt- 
ing their cucumber slices, 
Lieutenant-General Abdul 
Razak and Brigadier-General 
Abdul Halim Hamidj said 
civilian casualties were none- 
xistent in the recaptured 
chunk of land 20 kilometres 
long and 10 kilometres wide. 

they said all 6.000 resi- 
dents of the 50 villages in this 
186-square-kilometre area 
heeded government warnings 
to evacuate before the fight- 
ing started. 

“When we were sure they 
left, we started out combative 
operations. Gen. Abdul 
Razak said. The Mujahedeen 
rejected offers to negotiate, 
he said. 

But mosl of the landscape 
seen during a six-hour tour of 
the reclaimed area did not 
look sufficiently scarred for a 
month-long battle waged 
only by military power. 


The government's capture 
of the Pol-«-Sorkh, or Red 
Bridge, over the Kabul River 
was a strategic victory, a 
scene of fierce fighting. Gen. 
Abdul Razak said. 

PoI-e-Sorkh. seven about 
kilometres west of Laladhar, 
was flanked by mud-brick 
houses which he said had 
been Mujahedeen headquar- 
ters. 


One house had a hole in its 
wails which could have been 
made by a rocket, but the 
bridge itself was unmarked. 

So were the nearly ripe 
field of wheat to the east and 
the neatly weeded and freshly 
irrigated vegetable patch to 
the west. 

Between Pol-c-Sorkh and 
Laladhar. the generals 
showed Western reporters a 
half-dozen villages which 
they said bad been held by 
Mujahedeen and evacuated 
by civilians. 

While there was evidence 
of recent Mujahedeen pre- 
sence. such as ammunition 
dates and 50-caliber casings, 
there was no sign in the vil- 
lages of a recent civilian pre- 
sence. 

Most orchards and fields 
appeared to have been long 
untended, since civilians 
would have fled long ago to 
avoid government shells in- 
vited by a guerrilla presence. 


Cairo paper accuses GCC 
of backtracking on accord 


CAIRO (AP) — A leading Egyp- 
tian political commentator said 
countries of the six-country Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) are 
reversing position on an agree- 
ment with Egypt and Syria on the 
area's security. 

M&hfouz Al Ansary, editor of 
the state-owned newspaper Al 
Goumhouria, also said in a front- 
page editorial Tuesday that Tran 
was a major factor behind the 
change in position. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa said Sunday a meeting 
of the eight countries to work out 
details of a new Gulf security 
force had been postponed from 
next Tuesday to the following 
week. He did not provide a speci- 
fic day. 

He said the delay was because 
some ministers had other engage- 
ments. Other Egyptian officials 
said Kuwait had asked for the 
postponement because its minis- 
ters were “too busy." 

Kuwait's preference for West- 
ern forces led Egypt and Syria to 
withdraw thousands of troops 
who took part in forcing Iraqi 
troops out of Kuwait, leaving 
about 5,000 Egyptian and 1.000 
Syrian troops in the emirate. 

The development signalled the 
first hitch of an initial agreement 
reached in Damascus in March. 

Diplomatic sources in Kuwait 
said the Egyptian and Syrian 
troops would remain and might 
be supplemented by others from 
the GCC. which groups Kuwait 
with Bahrain, Qatar. Saudi Ara- 
bia. the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) and Oman in economic 
and security agreements. 

Mr. Ansary also charged that 
some Western countries might be 


involved, a reference to the Un- 
ited Stares, Britain and France. 

He said the Iranian “blackmail 
appears to have worked ... or 
have affected the will of some” 
decision makers in the GCC. 

Iran has been pressing for a 
major role in any future defence 
pact for the Gulf. 

Egypt wants to lead the prop- 
osed force in appreciation to its 
size and role in the Gulf war and 
to keep Iran away from the area's 
security. 

“... Some other world powers 
may have made use of the contra- 
dictions between Arabs and Iran 
liquidate the agreement bit by 
bit.” Mr. Ansary said, apparently 
referring to the United States, 
Britain and France. 

He said GCC countries have 
began their tactics to gp back on 
the agreement by demanding to 
amend some major articles con- 
cerning security and economic 
aspects. 

He said the suggested changes 
were aimed at undermining the 
agreement. 

He said the requested amend- 
ments included reducing GCC 
economic assistance to Egypt and 
Syria down form S15 million to S3 
million. 

Under the agreement. Egypt 
and Syria were to form the back- 
bone of (he proposed Arab secur- 
ity force. Both countries contri- 
buted major troops to the U.S. 
led forces that liberated Kuwait. 

Kuwait's defence minister. 
Sheikh Ali Al Salem Al Sabah, 
said in an interview published last 
week that final terms of the secur- 
ity arrangement would be worked 
out this week. 


Japan to boost Gulf money but 
not to make up for exchange loss 


TOKYO { R.) — Japan said Tues- 
day it would contribute more 
money towards post -Gulf war op- 
erations. but insisted that the 
extra cash was not designed to 
make up for a shortfall in the $9 
billion it pledged previously. 

The cabinet approved a gov- 
ernment plan to offer 70 billion 
yen. mainly to the United Slates. 

The cash is worth about $500 
million at an average exchange 
rate of 140 yen to the dollar 
during the past month, a Foreign 
ministry spokesman said. 

Most of the funds, to be dis- 
bursed to the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) shortly, would be 
allocated to the United States, 
the major player in post-Gulf war 
operations, he said. 

The money would be used to 
assist U.S.-led operations in re- 
fugee relief, clearing the Gulf of 
Iraqi mines and having Iraq's 
weapons destroyed, he said. 

The United States and other 
nations that ejected Iraq from 
Kuwait received less than the S9 
billion originally pledged by 
Tokyo due to a fluctuation in the 
yen-dollar exchange rate. 


Washington has pressed Tokyo 
to pay the difference. 

The 1.17 trillion yen package 
was worth S9 billion when it was 
announced in January but by the 
lime it was handed over in March 
the yen weakened against the 
dollar. 

The foreign exchange losses 
were about $470 million, rhe 
spokesman said. 

“But the additional aid is a 
totally separate matter from the 
$9 billion, although we are aware of 
the U.S. demands.” he said. “Japan 
made the decision on its own.” 

Japan hoped that with the pay- 
ment of, the 70 billion yen U.S. 
pressure for Tokyo to make up 
the shortfall would cease, a fore- 
ign ministry spokesman later told 
a news conference. 

He repeated the money was 
not being given to make up for 
the exchange rate loss. 

He said there was to be an 
exchange of notes later Tuesday 
in Kuwait between a senior 
Japanese diplomat and officials of 
the Gulf Cooperation Council 
followed by payment of the 
money in yen. within days. 


Iran, China urge total ban 
on chemical, nuclear arms 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran and China 
Tuesday called for a complete 
ban on chemical and nuclear 
weapons at the end of an official 
visit to Tehran by Chinese Prime 
Minister Li Peng. 

A joint statement quoted by 
Tehran Radio also said no single 
power should be allowed to 
dominate the new international 
order — a reference to the Un- 
ited States after the collapse of 
Communism in Eastern Europe. 

Tehran's Islamic leaders have 
close ties with socialist China 
which supplied Iran with arms 
during its 1980-S8 war with Iraq. 

Tehran Radio quoted Mr. Li as 
saying he was satisfied with his 
talks in Tehran with supreme 
leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
and President Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani. 

"Wc had similar and close 
views on international issues. 


especially the new world order. 
This was the biggest achievement 
of our visit to the Islamic Repub- 
lic of Iran,” the radio quoted him 
as saying 

Tehran Radio said Mr. U, 
seen off by First Vice-President 
Hassan Ebrahim Habibi, would 
briefly stop in the historic city of 
Isfahan before flying to Kuwait. 
Saudi Arabia and Syria. 

“Iran and China demand a 
complete ban on the use of nuclear, 
chemical and biological weapons, 
approve of their destruction and 
declare their belief in arms con- 
trol in the world based on just, 
logical, comprehensive and ba- 
lanced principles.” the joint 
statement said. 

The joint statement called for a 
new international political order 
based on non-aggression and 
peaceful cooperation and an eco- 
nomic order based on justice. 
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UNESCO will move offices back to Beirut 1 


PARIS (R) The United Nations Educational, Scientific and 

'Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) said Tuesday it wasmoving it f : 
offices back to Beirut after a six-year absence. UNESCO said its 
regional education office was returning to Beirut because of the 
improved security situation in Lebanon. The office moved to 
Amman in 1985 because of fears for the safety of staff. The 
agency said the Beirut office would be fully operational by April 
1992 LINESCO will maintain a presence in Jordan. Lebanese 
factions accepted an Arab-sponsored peace agreement last year to 
end 16 years of civil war. 




Morocco seizes leftist paper 


RABAT (R) — The first two issues of a new left-wing periodical 
have been seized by the Moroccan authorities, one of its editors, 
said. The editor of Al Mouaten (the citizen) told Reuters no 
reasons were given for the seizures. Al Mouaten is published in 
Rabat by activists Omar Zaida and Abdullah Zaza who were' 
recently released after several years in jail for political offences. 
They describe themselves as extreme leftists. The periodical 
printed extracts from statements made by radical trade union 
leader Noubir Amaoui last year calling for changes in the 
constitution to make the government responsible to parliament 
instead of to the king. Under the constitution of 1962, Morocco is 
a constitutional monarchy. The first two fortnightly issues also 
included reports of an alleged secret detention centre and a report 
on exile Abdelmoumen Diouri, whose controversial book on the 
king's personal fortune is due to be published in October in 
France. It said armv officers involved in coup attempts in the early 
1970s were being "held at Tazmamert in the Atlas mountains. 
Human rights groups have criticised Rabat for holding political 
prisoners. 


Four killed in Turkish rebel clash 


fll 


ISTANBUL (R) — Three Kurdish rebels and a Turkish soldier 
were killed in a gunbattle in southeast Turkey, the latest in a 
series of clashes in the frontier region, the semi-official Anatolian 
news agency reported Tuesday. Over the weekend, Turkish 
security forces killed six rebels in follow-up operations after 
guerrillas fired rockets at Turkish police stations in the town of 
Silopi near the Iraqi border. U.S. troops stationed nearby were 
placed on alert. In the latest incident, rebels opened fire on 
Turkish troops near the town of Kahramanmaras, 500 kilometres 
west of Silopi. late Monday, the agency S3id. A rocket-launcher, 
hand grenades, guns and documents were seized by the soldiers.it 
added. The rebels belonged to the Marxist Kurdish Workers 
Party (PKK). whose campaign for independence for Turkish 
Kurdistan from Ankara has claimed more than 3,000 lives since 
1984. The PKK has stepped up activities since the end of the Gulf 
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Cyprus siege soldier found dead in barracks 


NICOSIA (R) — A teenage British soldier under siege in a 
barracks at a British army base in Cyprus was found dead 
Tuesday, four days after he briefly kidnapped a group of women 
soldiers’ at gunpoint. The soldier, David Carrington. 19, was 
identified by British army officials. However, they would not 
officially confirm information that he shot himself. A British army 
spokesman said it had not yet been determined how the 
19-year-old private had died. The teenager, who has not been 
named . was armed with a rifle and had been holding troops at bay 
since Friday. Local reporters said shots were fired Friday when 
the soldier, a private in the 1st battalion, the Worcester and 
Sherwood Foresters took the women soldiers hostage. The women 
were treated for shock but otherwise unharmed, said the 
spokesman, discounting local reports that at least one of them had 
been attacked. Local newspapers claimed that (he soldier raided 
the women's dormitory on the base after a^anel with his 
girlfriend and seized four women hostages, including his girl- 
friend. But the British base authorities would not ttmment on 
those reports. They denied, however, local press reports, that the 
soldier went amok soon after returning from duty in' the Gulf. 


Iran’s revolutionary guard commander off to Pakistan 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran's revolutionary guard commander. Gener- 
al Mohsen Rezaei. left for Islamabad Tuesday to discuss military 
cooperation with Pakistan officials, the Iranian News Agency 
IRNA reported. It said Rezaei would visit military centres and 
weapons factories during his week-long stay hosted by General 
Mirza Aslam Beg. commander of Pakistan's ground forces. 


Iraq: Attacks meant to bury Palestinian issue 


BAGHDAD (R) — The newspaper of Iraq’s ruling Baath Party 
said Tuesday the Lebanese army offensive against Palestinian 
guerrillas in South Lebanon was meant to bury the Palestinian 
question for the sake of Israel. “What is happening to the 
Palestinians in South Lebanon is carried out by Arab hands, 
under Arab cover and with international blessing to liquidate the 
Palestinian question and humiliate the Arabs," AlThawra said in 
an editorial. “(It isl the last scene in the peace play directed by 
America on behalf of the Zionist entity, as it (the United States) 
plays the main role and a number of Arab rulers ... play die 
secondary role 5. it added. The Lebanese army last week forced 
the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) to evacuate bases 
east of the southern port of Sidon which guerrillas have used for 
attacks on Israel. 


12,000 Iranians to make pilgrimage each month 


NICOSIA (R) — About 12.000 Iranians will go to pilgrimage in 
Mecca each month under an agreement reached with Saudi 
Arabia, an Iranian official said Tuesday. Some 300,000 people 
have already signed op to make the Omra, or off-season pilgrimage, 
starring in late August or September. Tehran Radio quoted senior 
pilgrimage official Mehdi imam Jamarani as saying. Iranian 
pligrims took part in the annual Haj ceremonies in Mecca last 
month for the first time since 1987 when more than 400 people, 
mostly Iranians, were killed in clashes with Saudi Arabia security 
forces during an Iranian demonstration in Mecca Tehran’s ties 
with Riyadh are improving since the Gulf crisis created by Iraq's 
seizure of Kuwait last year. . ■ 
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•3 ;1 3 London (RJ| 

28:59 New Ddhi (RJ) 

«*• Riyadh (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

*1*5* Calcutta- Bangkok (Rjj 

22M Dhahran(RJ) 

Ot* 8 Dubai (RJ) 

Other Flight* (Terminal 2 ) 

0*:1S Beirut (ME) 

***» Sanaa ( I Y) 

,4lfiS Cairo (MS) 

,4! ®9 Benghazi (LN) 


11:30 Paris (AF) 

MARKET PRICES 

Uppcriknvcr price in fife per kg. 

65(1/300 

Ap™** 500/400 

500 / 450 

Banana (Mukammarj 450 / 400 

g«g” 580/280 

120/ 80 

Corn ....... lfiQ , 120 

Cucumbers (large) 120 / so 

Cucumbers (small) 220 / 180 

Eggplant 170/120 

480/400 

p n, P efn,rt 300 / 250 

Lera °b 500 / 400 

Marrow (hutgo) ..., 120/80. 

Mam>w (small) 240/200 

550 / 500 

22E. - 400 / 300 

S 3 "* 05 550 / 450 

™PP e, < h «l 200 M6D 

Pepper (swott) ; '250/200 

™ U,l ° - 300 / 25D 

rSL““T-“ - S50C4S0 

sweet melon 280 / 240 

Tomatoes t ]S0 

Watermelon M07 40 
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K ctitlefi for :X meetin g - 


sessronto 


'®t : agenda; - 

rt^ptrtieuis Of va- 

«odiimtSees m -'(be Lower 
- ineanwiak, under 

‘jie ch airmanship -of.- House 
'f^ea^ ABdoJ - tarif f Arabjyar 
•t jmd^reviewed a -pJan of action to 
With the differen r matters to 
r ^WdaMeil during tbit eittraordm- 

the 

, 3^ 0*1 bolding twb Lower 
■ 'Bwie' sesskms each " week and 
^JbM^ver it isnecessary ,accord- 
j JpM^o the speakers second depu- 
Torimeh. 

Tiieimeb--aiso announced 
‘the House's next session 
/ "woold be heW Sunday evening 
.and the following one on 
^ Wednesday morning. • 


At tfte jneeting. 'Hwsday, dis- 
cission among the heads of com- 
mittees .and rapporteurs focused 
on procedural matters related to 
; the committees' work, ft was 
agreed that all activities. and func- 
tions of House members can be 
relayed _to various official orga- 
nisations through the House's 
Secretariat which, for its part, 
should provide all possible facili- 
ties for the deputies* activities. 
Dr. Ttietmeh said. 

The role of the minister of state 
for parliamentary affairs in rela- 
tion to the House and means of 
stimulating the House's Informa- 
tion Department were among 
issues discussed at the meeting 
with Dr. Arabiyat, Dr. Tueimeh 
added. 

Later, Dr. Abdullah Akaileh 
was elected chairman of the 
House’s Financial Committee to 
succeed Dr. Abdullah Ensour, 
who was appointed foreign minis- 
ter. 


Minister criticises former 
economic policy, stresses 
Heed to diversify markets 


7 AMMAN (Petrel — Minister of 
. Trade, Industry, and Supply Air 
Abql Ragheb Tuesday criticised 
. the Kingdom’s former economic 
f -policy of relying on a limited 
number of neighbouring markets 
/to 'tiny national Jordanian pro- 
" • ductr and said' that that policy 
. -exposed the Kingdom .to various 
political and economic upheavals 
abroad. . 

- '•. Addressing the opening session 
ota three-day seminar on ways of 

- fin^ngforeign marketsforJorda- 
rJan goods , the minister stressed 

I therneed for Jordan to go ahead 
with current plans to diversify its 

• exported products and seek new 
: markets abroad. 

'-"—“Before dm Gulf crjsts the- 
. main Jordanian sectors witnessed 
remarkable. progress and neigh- 
boating countrieswere a big. mar- 
; Vet for Jordanian product, a 
: process , that .contributed to sup- 
porting theKingdom’s baianceof 
1 payments, increased revenues 
; and partially helped towards solv- . 
; ingtheuaemployment problem,** 
c theininisxcr pointed out.. But, fee 
l swd^tbe 'ecooomtc and poStib$ : ‘ 
: neighbouring^ 

; ata^ v 4ia»e /‘ktfvfersely . affisgted*- 
; _ Jordan -and -its. economic sector, . 
1 drastically reduanglts exports. 

I : Before the Gulf 'cnsb. . Mr. 
;.AbaI Ragheb said, Jordan was. 
■ trying to expand its markets 
. abroad.and diversify iWexports, 

: Aecrisis has brought this issue on 
; iop of the KingfomV priorities 
and now there is dire heed for 
‘ dtise cooperation between die 
.pubHcand private sectors to help 
I the country overcome the present 
1 predicament. , 

; '.The nnhister said, however, 
that so many . achievements can 

- not -tie accomplished overnight 
f but thanks to the infrastrucruns. 

Efce ports, communications and 
; industrial cities as well as high- 
level services, like banks and 
1 '.consultancy /firtiULthe country 
! can and must overcome the pre- 
! sent /difficulty: 

Mr. Abul Ragheb pointed out 
; that - the process of upgrading 

• local . capabilities and skills in 
.marketing Jordan’s products 

abroad can only: be achieved 
through the development of the 
country's technical and adminis- 
trative skills. He said this also 
„ depended on. the Kingdoin’s abil- 
ityto: adapt production .to the 
:. needs. --and requireiaents of the 
; foreign markets. 

,^/Die.. minister called on con- 


cerned parties to conduct proper 
and thorough studies on markets 
abroad and to analyse the needs 
of foreign markets to pave the 
way for a successful marketing 
system. This, he said, should be 
coupled with a new initiative on 
the part of the private sector to 
offer technical services and train 
people in industrial installations 
and offer incentives for improved 
production. 

The minister said issues con- 
cerning the function of free 
rones, and customs should be 
dealt with through the enactment 
of new laws by die Lower House 
’ of Parliament in its current ex- 
traordinary session. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb referred to a 
visit to Jordan, by the Chinese 
prime minister, which ended in 
agreements for increasing the 
volume of Jordan's potash, phos- 
phate and other products to 
Chinese markets, and said that 
Jordan's worldwide credibility 
. served as an asset for encouraging 
other countries to buy more 
Jordanian products. • 

The minister said that pUms for 
, Joint i. industrial, yentures would ► 
soon be^ launched by China and •< 
Jordan. A Chinese delegation is 
-. expected in the country soon to 
- follow up discussions on this mat- 
ter. 

The minister's views were 
echoed by Samih Darwazeh, 
president of the Jordanian Expor- 
ters Society that organised the 
seminar. 

Mr. Darwazeh said that die 
meeting was called to give im- 
petus to the country’s drive to 
stop its dependence on traditional 
markets and look beyond to 
world markets. 

According to Mr. Darwazeh, 
Indonesia now offers the largest 
South East Asian market for 
Jordanian products. 

“At present an Indonesian 
trade delegation is in Jordan to 
see what products can be im- 
ported prior to concluding a 
deal,” Mr. Darwazeh added. 

He said that a team from his 
society will go to Austria in 
September in order to open talks 
on providing Austrian markets 
with Jordanian goods. 

The three-day seminar will deal 
with studies and research work 
conducted on the marketing of 
Jordanian products, data and in- 
formation related to marketing, 
the role of international fairs in 
promoting exports and Jordan’s 
exports problems. 



-King receives I ATA chief 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein received Tuesday 
afthe Royal Court the International Air Transport Association 
(T ATA ) Director General Gunter Eser, who is currently visiting 
.. Jordan. 

. deadline for food coupons July 31 

-AMMAN (Petra V — The last date for citizens to receive food 
'ration coupons distributed by the Ministry of Supply will be July 
disaccording to an official source at the ministry. The source said 
Steals who do not receive their coupons before this deadline 
j would fose their right to buy subsidised supplies. 

Cmzen donates flour for the needy 

AlSQdAN- (Petra) — Jordan National Red Crescent Society 
ifJNRCSj sources said Tuesday a Jordanian citizen, Riyadh A1 
/MHVjh, has. .donated. 60 tonnes of flour to the society to be 
il$ixfouted to. needy families in the Balqa Goveruorate. JNRCS 

- Rector in SaJf wiU start distributing the flour in cooperation with 
TfSpj .Mifleh-next ; week, the sources said. 

31 deadline for changing car plates 

/AM&5AN (Petra) — The Interior Ministry Tuesday set July 31 as 
• 'tfac fearil wyiaring Tw^gwialt car plates with Jordanian 
jpiatia. The ministry said defaulters would be subject to penalties 

- Pj^ded for by the regulations and legislation in force. 



PRINCESS BASMA VISITS SCOUTS CAMP: 
Her Royal Highness Princess Basaa, president or 
the Jordanian Scouts and Guides Society, Monday 
visited the 6th Na ti onal Scouting Camp, currently 
being held in Dibbln. Addressing participants in the 
camp. Princess Basina highlighted the importance 
of such camps in encouraging collective work, 
promoting the spirit of cooperation among mem- 


bers of the scoot movements and enhancing belong- 
ing to the co mmuni ty and the homeland. Princess 
Basina also visited an exhibition displaying maps, 
compasses, pictures of leaders of the Great Arab 
Revolt, prominent Jordanian figures and scout 
leaders. Taking part in the five-day camp, which is 
organised by the Education Ministry, are 300 
scouts. 


1ATA office opens in Amman 


By Nidal M. Ibrahim 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The International 
Air Transport Association 
(IATA) and government of 
Jordan officials Tuesday signed 
a memorandum of understand- 
ing that will move lATA's re- 
gional offices to Amman. 

In a formal ceremony at the 
Ministry of Transport, Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of 
Transport and Communication 
All Suheimat and IATA Direc- 
tor General Gunter Eser dis- 
cussed the implications of the 
move. 

“We’re looking forward to 
good cooperation and hope to. 
together, develop better civil 
aviation” in Jordan and the 
Middle East, Mr. Eser said. 

Mr. Suheimat cited Jordan's 
centra] location, experience in 
the civil aviation field and com- 
munication capabilities as 
reasons Amman was able to 
attract IATA. 

“Jordan... is keen to be re- 
sponsive to every effort that 
aims at developing cooperation 
in every field that can serve the 
interests of the region's coun- 
tries and peoples,” he said. 

The decision to move the 
office to Amman came after 
consultations with lATA’s 201 
members and the unanimous 
approval of all the Arab air- 
lines, Mr. Eser said. 

"We, at LATA, are proud to 
be installed in Amman to serve 
our members," he said. 

Other sites in the Middle 
East, including Cairo, were 
considered, Mr. Eser said. 
Amman's central geographical 
location and the support of the 
Jordanian government were 
major reasons for the decision 
to relocate to Amman, be said. 

lATA's regional office was 
originally located in Beirut. 
But because of the civil war 
organisation officials moved 


the office to Geneva. The 
move to Amman comes be- 
cause the organisation wanted 
to berter serve its clients in the 
area and felt a centrally located 
office would be one of the way 
to accomplish this. Mr. Eser 
said. 

Despite the improving situa- 
tion in Beirut. IATA has no 
plans to again relocate to the 
Lebanese capital. Mr. Eser 
said. “Amman is so well lo- 
cated and we don't want to 
spend all this money moving.” 
he said. 

IATA. originally known as 
the International Air Traffic 
Association, was founded in 
the Hague on Aug. 28, 1919. 
The organisation, whose 201 
member airlines represent 120 
nations, includes among its 
goals the promotion of “safe, 
regular and economical air 
transport for the benefit of the 
peoples of the world." accord- 
ing to its Act of Incorporation. 

In addition, the organisation 
serves to coordinate the efforts 
of its members and help its 
members cooperate with the 
International Civil Aviation 
Organisation and other inter- 
national organisations. 

One of lATA's main tasks at 
present will be to help the 
industiy rebound from its cur- 
rent slowdown, Mr. Eser said. 
Member carriers, affected by 
the worldwide economic slow- 
down and the lingering effects 
of the Gulf war, have reported 
sharply lower passenger traffic, 
he said. 

During the first five months 
of 1991, passenger traffic de- 
clined by 12 per cent, com- 
pared to the same period last 
year, Mr. Eser said. 

In May, passenger traffic 
was down “only five per cent,” 
compared to 1990, he said. “It 
is an indication of the state of 
the industry when some mem- 
bers are greeting these num- 


bers with a sigh of relief.” he 
said. 

Compounding the problems 
is the fact that the war. and the 
resulting dropoff in activity, 
has come on the heels of a 
reported S2.7 billion loss re- 
ported by the industry in 1990, 
Mr. Eser said. 

Thai loss, he said, was not 
only due to the crisis precipi- 
tated by Iraq’s invasion of 
Kuwait on Aug. 2. but also to 
the high fuel price and insur- 
ance cost increases. 

Still, early signs that the 
world economy may be re- 
bounding from its current re- 
cession coupled with the im- 
proving political climate in the 
Middle East gives reason for 
optimism, Mr. Eser said. 

"We at IATA are hopeful 
that traffic levels will return to 
1990 levels in the near future,” 
he said. 

The organisation’s new 
office will be located in the 
Housing Bank Centre, near 
the offices of Royal Jordanian. 

In bringing IATA to Am- 
man. the Jordanian govern- 
ment agreed to provide IATA 
with an office free of rent and 
exemption from customs, 
duties and taxes, according to 
an official with the Commer- 
cial Department of Royal 
Jordanian. In addition, the 
IATA office will be treated as 
a diplomatic mission. 

Jordan, for its part, will 
serve as the aviation centre of 
the region which will result in 
promotion of the area through 
IATA. The establishment of 
the office will initially provide 
no new jobs, the official said. 
As the office increases its acti- 
vities. jobs will then be cre- 
ated, according to the official. 

“We have not asked them to 
employ people as such but they 
must employ Jordanians,” the 
official said. “We have allowed 
them only one foreigner." 


JD 100,000 allocated for Karak Castle 


KARAK (Petra) — Director 
General of the Department of the 
Antiquities Safwan A1 Tal Tues- 
day said that the department had 
allocated JD 100,000 for carrying 


out the first phase of maintaining 
Karak Castle. 

The first phase includes the 
restoration of the castle's entr- 
ance and the front- yard, and 


construction of stain, rebuilding (he 
stone walls, removing stones, 
earth and grass from the castle's 
yards and maintaining the 
museum. 


POSITION FOR AUTO AGENCY IN YEMEN 

A reputed group in the Republic of Yemen having 
diversified activities is looking for the following senior 
professional to head its prestigious automobile agency 
division: 

WORKSHOP FOREMAN: 

The workshop foreman will report to the workshop 
manager and have responsibility of controlling and 
monitoring the work process in the workshop sector, 
instructing subordinate employees to carry out repair 
and maintenance work on vehicles, monitoring them 
and, if necessary, providing support, ensuring smooth 
operations and safety of structures, equipment, work 
bays, machines, tools etc. 

Preferred age: 35 - 40 years. 

Candidates are expected to be with sound educational 
background and must have 10-15 years’ experience in 
similar position in automobile industry. 

Above position offers attractive salary, compensation 
package and fringe benefits. 

Apply immediately to: ALMUKAFA JORDAN LTD., 

P.O. Box 927363, 

Amman - Jordan 


BCCI reopens, allows 
limited withdrawals 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — ■ Worried deposi- 
tors thronged the branches of 
the troubled Bank of Credit 
and Commerce International 
(BCCI) Tuesday for withdraw- 
als despite Central Bank of 
Jordan (CBJ) assurances that it 
had almost full coverage for 
their deposits, but a widely 
expected run on the bank 
failed to materialise. 

About JD 1.5 million were 
withdrawn from the three 
branches of the BCCI in Am- 
man as banking hours drew to 
a close at midday, but the 
figure was lower than the in- 
itially expected JD 4 million in 
withdrawals, officials said. 

“We served around 700 cus- 
tomers at our three branches 
today, and it was quite an 
orderly process.” said Fakhri 
Bilbeisi. regional manager of 
BCCI. 

The number of people who 
turned up Tuesday and the 
amount withdrawn were 
“much, much below what we 
expected.” Mr. Bilbeisi said. 
The total number of BCCI 
depositors in Jordan is around 
7.000. he added. 

Under instructions given by 
the CBJ. all depositors with 
less than JD 1.000 in their 
accounts were allowed full 
withdrawal and those with more 
could get JD 1.U00 and 25 per 
cent of the balance. 

Further withdrawals wiii be 
permitted at amounts and in- 
tervals set by the CBJ pending 
a final decision on the fate of 
the bank, whose headquarters 
in Luxembourg was taken over 
by a government-appointed 
administrator Mondav. 


An Amman BCCI staff 
member said the bank's bran- 
ches were prepared to handle a 
"massive flood of customers 
today,” and had made enough 
funds in cash available to meet 
demands. “But there was no 
flood,, no panicky scenes or 
screaming customers," he said, 
preferring anonymity. 

“It appears that people in 
Jordan have not panicked." 
said Mr. Bilbeisi. "Some of our 
customers even said they 
would come back later to with- 
draw from their accounts." he 
told the Jordan Times. 

Long queues had formed in 
front of the BCCI branches in 
Amman — downtown Am- 
man. Mahatta and Jabal Am- 
man — even before they 
opened iheir doors Tuesday. 
Policemen and security forces 
kept order. There was a small 
scuffle at the downtown 
branch, but witnesses said it 
was a private quarrel between 
two customers rather than any 
dispute directly involving the 
bank. 

Tuesday was the first day of 
operation for the BCCI bran- 
ches in Jordan after a three- 
day closure prompted by the 
international collapse of the 
Luxembourg-based scandal- 
plagued bank, which was 
seized by European monetary 
authorities in an apparently 
coordinated move on Friday! 

“I think the Jordanian au- 
thorities are trying to assess the 
overall situation of the hank 
and the first day of operations 
should have provided them 
with a good picture to help 
them chart a future course.” 
commented a banking official. 

The closure order on the 


Jordanian branches was issued 
by the CBJ. which, according 
to officials, was aware of the 
troubles of the bank and had 
ordered the transfer to the 
Central Bank of all BCCI fore- 
ign currency accounts operated 
through the BCCl's branches 
in Jordan. 

According to Mr. Bilbeisi. 
94 per cent of ail foreign cur- 
rency deposits had already 
been transferred to the CBJ by 
the time BCCI troubles 
mushroomed, heralding the 
European move against the 
bank. 

CBJ Governor Mohammad 
Saeed A1 Nabulsi went on Jor- 
dan Television Saturday to 
assure all BCCI customer in 
Jordan that they would not 
lose their deposits. 

BCCI assets in Jordan are 
estimated at S100 million. Cus- 
tomer’s foreign currency 
accounts were worth $29 mil- 
lion and dinar accounts 
amounted to JD 36 million 
before the bank branches 
reopened Tuesday. 

Under Jordanian laws, alt 
banks operating in the King- 
dom are considered as Jorda- 
nian banks and are subject to 
the banking regulations laid 
down by the Central Bank. In 
line with the regulations, BCCI 
has a paid-up capital of JD 5 
million, and the bank's inter- 
national debts or assets have 
little bearing on Jordanian 
accounts as long as depositors' 
funds are fully covered within 
the Kingdom! 

Economists and banking ex- 
perts said it was too early for 
the Jordanian authorities to 
reach any decision regarding 
the future course of BCCI. 


PLO appeals to U.N., world 
to help end Israeli practices 


AMMAN ( J.T.) — The Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
Tuesday called world attention to 
the plight of Palestinian detainees 
in Israeli jails and their ongoing 
hunger strike and appealed to the 
United Nations and world orga- 
nisations to help put an end to 
Israel's repressive measures 
against the Palestinians. 

For the past 17 days nearly 
18,000 detainees in Israeli jails 
have been maintaining a hunger 
strike in support of their demand 
for better treatment, an end to 
torture and for granting other 
rights. Palestine Ambassador A1 
Tayyeb Abdul Rahim said at a 
press conference. 

Mr. Abdul Rahim appealed to 
the Pope, the International Com- 


mittee of the Red Cross (ICRC), 
the U.N. secretary general and 
the London-based human rights 
organisation Amnesty Interna- 
tional as well as Arab and inter- 
national humanitarian organisa- 
tions to intervene on behalf of the 
detainees and end Israel's Inhu- 
man treatment which, he said, 
violated human rights and the 
Geneva Conventions. 

The ambassador appealed to 
these organisations to send a fact- 
finding team to Israeli jails and 
concentration camps to investi- 
gate “atrocities and inhuman 
practices’ against the Palesti- 
nians. 

He urged the ICRC to force 
Israel to stop its policy of starving 
the detainees and to ensure they 


receive sufficient food and clo- 
thing as well as hygiene and 
medical treatment. 

Following the end of the Gulf 
war. the Israeli authorities 'laun- 
ched a severe campaign against 
the Palestinian detainees inside 
43-jails and concentration camps, 
the ambassador said. He added 
that the prisoners had been ex- 
posed to systematic torture and 
starvation, which led the 18.000 
detainees to start a hunger strike. 

Mr. Abdul Rahim voiced dis- 
may at the lack of any condemna- 
tion of Israeli practices on the 
part of Arab and foreign coun- 
tries. 

Three rallies have been held in 
Amman in recent weeks to pro- 
test conditions in the prisons. 



Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
Potash Production Expansion 

Project No. 30-4857 (APC-25/90) 
Advertisement for major equipment supply 

The Arab Potash Company Limited (A.P C ) of Amman. Jordan plans to expand 
production capacity by 400,000 tonnes per year. The facilities to be located on a site 
adjoining the existing refinery near Salt, on the southern end of the' Dead Sea. about 
200km north of .the port of .Aqaba, 

A. P C has applied for financing lo the World Bank. The proceeds of the loan will be 
applied to payments for the supply of the required equipment in accordance with the 
guidelines of the World Bank. 

Purchases will be made from the member countries of the Woild Bank and 
Switzerland. 

The Arab Potash Company invites suppliers, interested in tendering for any of the 
following equipment, to apply for tender documents to A.P.C. or Jacobs at the address 
shown below. The cost for each tender package shall be U.S.S40 — non refundable. 


1. Slurry Pumps 

2. Liquor Pumps 

1. Mr. Issa Gammoh, 
Projects Manager, 

The Arab Potash Co. Ltd., 
P.O. Box 1470 
Amman — Jordan 


Fax No.: 962-3-377125/Site. Fax 

Fax No.: 962-6-674416/Amman H.O. Tel 
Telex No. 21683 Potash Jo. Tel, 

Tel No.: 666165/6 - Amman 

665116 or 03-377121/3 - Site 


3. Sump Pumps 

4. Gear Pumps 

2. Mr. M. Hodgins, 

Jacobs International Inc., 
Merrion House, 

Merrion Road, 

Dublin 4, — Ireland 

Fax No. : 353-1-2695497 
Telex No.: 30295 JCBS-EI 
Tel. No.: 353-1-2695666 


Tender documents will be available to suppliers on and from July 10th, 1991. 
The closing date for submitting the tenders will be 12:00 noon August 14th, 
1991. 

AY. Ensour, • 

Managing Director, 

The Arab Potash Co., Ltd., 
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Stakes are high, odds are enormous 


IF MONDAY’S session of the Lower House of Parliament is 
anything to go by, then the government of Prune Minister 
Taber Masri is in for a rough ride. Deputies from both die 
left and right were critical of the government for amending 
the extraordinary session’s agenda as proposed by the 
House. It was obvious that the agenda in itself was not the 
issue. In fact, the House’s agenda, as finalised by the 
government, Included a broader spectrum of issues and 
more important draft laws to debate and enact than the 
House originally proposed and can actually handle in two 
months. The problem that Mr. Masri faced then was one of 
flexing muscles by the various groups and individual 
deputies in Parliament. Although it is too early to predict, 
even at this late hour, which way the House will go in its vote 
of confidence in the government, H nevertheless seems split 
through the middle on the issue. In Monday’s session, when 
Speaker Abdul Latif Arabiyat put to vote the proposal to 
continue the discussion of the agenda issue only his own vote 
broke the tie over closing the debate. 

While government supporters are confident of winning a 
comfortable majority in the House, some sceptics cast 
doubts. Almost every deputy insists that his vote depends on 
the government’s programme of action to be presented to 
the House tomorrow. If in resporee to this prog ramme or as 
a result of politicking by deputies the government is denied a 
vote of confidence, then democracy in the Kingdom will be 
subjected to its biggest test following the Gulf war. In such 
an event, either a new prime minister and a new government 
will have to be appointed or the outcome will lead to the 
dissolution of this Parliament. The deputies, especially those 
opposed to the Masri government, have to w eigh both 
options carefully. Whatever their decision, it win have a 
great impact on our democratisation process, which has to 
be upheld under all circumstances. If, on the other h— ^ 
Parliament chose to grant the government a vote of 
confidence, then it will guarantee two things: A lease of life 
for the remainder of its term and a democratic government 
that would defer to the House on many issues. But whatever 
the House’s choice, Jordan is certainly on the right track; 
and the people, motivated and propelled by the h«ftlt hfaiP« 
of the process so far, will certainly become more active, not 
only on the political front but on other fronts as wefl. We 
only hope that our politicians, in government, in the House 
and outside will play their hand right and bright. The «*»!«»« 
are high, the odds are enormous and the country can in no 
way afford to lose sight of the noble objectives that we all 
have set our eyes on. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AJ Ra’i Tuesday discusses the first session by the Lower House of 
Parliament during which the government of Prime Minister Taber 
Masri came under fire. In our view the current extraordinary 
session is the most important one since this country tasted 
democracy, because this session's agenda contains topics and 
issues that can determine Jordan's future, said the paper. For this 
reason, we do not wish to see deputies taking the floor in order to 
find vent for their anger on certain elements of the present 
government nor to achieve personal interest, but rather to discuss 
the topics on the agenda considered of paramount importance for 
continuation of democracy in the Kingdom, the paper noted. This 
is not an arena for settling accounts between the legislative and 
executive authorities of the country and it is not an opportunity 
for either side to take vengeance on the other, but it is rather a 
chance to enhance democracy and steer the Kingdom away from 
troubled waters, said the paper. Too many words and lengthy 
speeches during the first session achieved nothing and the long 
statements did not contribute one step towards finalising such 
'important laws as those on press and publication and political 
parties as had been hoped, the paper continued. The paper said it 
was hoped by Jordanian people that the deputies will shun all 
forms of rhetorics and get down to official business, tackling the 
various topics on the agenda. It expressed hope that the deputies 
will now revert to reason and quiet dialogue in ordeT to do real 
service to their country. 


A columnist in A1 Ra’i daily voices his bitterness over the 
situation in the Middle East region in the aftermath of the Gulf' 
war and the aggression on Iraq. Tareq Masarweh says that the 
Israelis, who planned this war and the Americans and their allies 
who carried out the plans, had given the Arabs false promises 
about a solution for the Middle East question and that nothing has 
been done to help the Palestinians regain their lands and occupied 
territories. The West had said that the unanimous international 
decision to deal with Saddam Hussein and end his occupation of 
Kuwait will be applied on Yitzhak Shamir and his aggression on 
the Arabs, the writer notes. The Arabs, who allied themselves 
with the West, can by no means bribe the various armies which 
massed against Iraq in order to liberate Palestine, neither can the 
Arabs in general stop Israel's settlements in Arab lands, the 
writer adds. The result of the war and the empty promises given to 
the Arabs are quite manifest to all Arabs who watch the 
Palestinians being oppressed in Kuwait, awaiting another Sabra 
and ShatiHa massacre in Lebanon and continue to suffer under 
Israeli occupation, the writer continues. Furthermore, the Euro- 
peans who promised to help solve the problem have now offered 
Israel European Community membership, and the Americans 
have pledged to finance the settlement of Soviet and Ethiopian 
Jews on Arab land, says Mr. Masarweh. He also points out that 
with, the destruction of Iraq's power, the Arabs are not at all 
stronger, but weaker and more than ever before in total disanay 
and facing Israel’s constant threat to their existence. 


Economic Forum 


By Dr- Abdulla Malki 


How Jordan subsidised the Kuwaiti economy 


I HONESTLY believe that the Jordanians and Palestinians 
should not be kicked out of Kuwait. Now you bet you know for 
sure my reasons for that. And you read these reasons or hear 
about them very often. Jordanians and Palestinians have contri- 
buted to the building up of modern Kuwait since the early fifties, 
when life there was hell or something like it. Many of them gave 
Kuwait not only their minds but also their lives. Hie Kuwaitis, 
you may add, are overreacting and by torturing Jordanians and 
Palestinians they are making a very bad investment in the future. 

The above is the classical argument for asking the Kuwaitis to 
go back to their senses and respect people’s human rights and 
change their treatment of Palestinians and Jordanians. However, 
these are not my reasons for objecting to the locking out of 
Jordanians from Kuwait because I honestly believe that they 
should be pulled out from Kuwait. The Jordanian government 
must call on all of them, under the force of law, to quit Kuwait 
instantly. The Kuwaitis have mistreated them and thus displayed 
deliberate bad intentions for which they should be punished by 
pulling Jordanian labour from Kuwait. This will be a punishment 
simply because the economic balance of their presence there is in 
favour of Kuwait. How? 

A country, say Jordan, starts to invest in human capital 
(doctors, chemists, engineers, professors, nurses, lawyers etc.) 


immediately after the citizen is born. By the time a Jordanian 
graduates or becomes a professional and is ready to start 
production, his country will have invested heavily in him. At this 
very point, a country, say Kuwait, snatches him and effectively 
takes over the investment made by Jordan over 20 or 30 yean 
because if it wants to have a Kuwaiti doing the same job, Kuwait 
will have to invest that much in its citizens. Instead of -that, 
Kuwait takes the easiest, swiftest and cheapest way and picks up a 
Jordanian. The Jordanian economy, in other words, has been 
undertaking investments in soda! overhead (human capital) on 
behalf of Kuwait. It used its very scarce resources to enhance the 
Kuwaiti economy and the welfare of its people. Now you 
recognise that we are talking mainly about brain drain which is a 
very profitable business. Otherwise, for example, the Americans 
would not have the present immigration policy of accepting a wide 
variety of skilled immigrants to the United States. 

Now Kuwait pays a salary to, say a Jordanian doctor employed 
there. And it may be a very good one. But this is a reward to him 
personally for the day-to-day services he produces and renders to 
Kuwait. But Kuwait does not pay Jordan any amount as a return 
on the investments the Jordanian economy made in that doctor. 
Thus, Jordan is not rewarded. That return is effectively confis- 
cated by Kuwait. In this scientific sense, that return represents a 


subsidy that has been donated by the poor Jordan to the very 
affluent Kuwait: And this subsidy is enormously greater than all 
the official Kuwaiti aid given to Jordan during the past four 
decades. It is evtti greater than the remittances of Jordanians who 
worked in Kuwait. 

And there is more to that. In the l3Si few years, there seemed to 
be a deliberate and well-thoughtout Kuwaiti policy based on 
hiking continuously the rent of houses, which soared therefore to 
high levels and had the effect of siphoning back to Kuwaiti 
landlords most of the salaries of Jordanians (and other noft- 
Kuwaiti labour). This practically drained the savings of most 
Jordanians employed there who consequently ended up as mere 
servants, notto say slaves, working only for their bare livelihood. 

The worst and most dangerous scenario is to let Kuwaiti 
authorities sack the majority of Jordanians and keep the cream of 
them. Jordan must not let this happen. That group of highly 
qualified Jordanians must be the first to be pulled out because the 
Jordanian economy needs them and because k is too easy to find 
jobs for them in Jordan or abroad. It is really time for Jordan ro 
stop subsidising the Kuwaiti economy. Labour connections with 
Kuwait could be resumed in the’ future when overheated Kuwaiti 
beads cool down; but then the Jordan-Kuwait economic relations 
will have to be organised on new and more equitable bases. 


A worldwide campaign that pays 


Amnesty International feature 

THE site was Chile's National 
Stadium in Santiago — a place 
which had been turned into the 
country's largest detention centre 
virtually overnight after the 1973 
military coup. 

Thousands of men and women 
had been rounded up and held 
inside — many were tortured, 
killed or taken away never to be 
seen again. 

That was nearly 20 years ago. 
In October 1990 the stadium was 
again packed with thousands of 
people — but this time 150,000 
who had come to support a con- 
cert for human rights held by AI. 
the worldwide human rights 
movement. 

The concert was a break- 
through for Al's Chilean mem- 
bership which, 10 years ago, con- 
sisted of only two members 
forced to meet on a park bench 
because no one would rent them 
an office. But the membership 
and campaigning work in Chile 
expanded and became increasing- 
ly diverse over the years as AI 
tackled more human rights issues 
and spread its membership to 
some 70 countries. 

Today, over one million AI 
members, subscribers and donors 
around the world from all politic- 
al, religious, racial and age 
groups are committed to stopping 
human rights abuses wherever 
they occur, united by the belief 
that individual women and men 
can take effective action. 

Campaigning for individuals 
who are jailed, tortured, “dis- 
appeared" or sentenced to death 
is central to Al’s work. The orga- 
nisation works for the release of 
prisoners of conscience — people 
detained for peacefully express- 
ing their views — fair- trials for 
political prisoners, opposes the 
torture of all prisoners and cam- 
paigns for the end to the death 
penalty. 

But very often, there is not 
simply one victim of abuse but 
hundreds or thousands of them. 
When individual cases add up to a 


human rights crisis in a country, 
AI highlights that country to 
generate increased international 
pressure. 

The sheer volume of appeals 
from this global network is a 
pressure in itself. The president's 
office in Colombia is said to have 
recently received 20.000 letters 
within a week. And one West 
African head of state actually 
complained to an AI delegation 
that a deluge of letters would 
arrive as soon as the authorities 
detained someone for question- 
ing. 

Sometimes, Al’s work will re- 
sult in releases or in better treat- 
ment. Two Turkish journalists 
who were tortured in detention in 
April 1990 said they were treated 
somewhat better after an urgent 
appeal had been launched on 
their behalf. Al's appeals may 
not always result directly in a 
prisoner's release, but govern- 
ments receiving thousands of let- 
ters from around the world know 
that their actions will not go 
unnoticed. When one Turkish 
man with a long history of being 
detained and tortured was 
arrested in October 1990 but re- 
leased the following day, police 
station officials apparently said. 
“Oh you’re a favourite of Amnes- 
ty's, aren't you," as they released 
him. 

Al's work and contact with 
victims and families can also help 
overcome their sense of despair 
and solitude and make them 
stronger and more determined 
not to give up. 

As part of its campaign work, 
Al frequently asks for support 
from doctors, lawyers, trade un- 
ionists. and other groups in the 
community with special interests, 
skills or influence. There are ex- 
tensive networks of AI medical 
and legal groups and a growing 
number of trade unionists, 
teachers and journalists who 
work on behalf of individual pris- 
oners and in general campaigns. 
These groups may sometimes in- 
tervene on behalf of colleagues 
who are themselves victims of 


human rights abuses. 

In 1989 two Sudanese doctors 
were arrested and tried for call- 
ing a meeting to discuss a doctors' 
strike at a hospital. Medical 
groups began an immediate inter- 
national campaign to publicise 
their cases and a day before a 
delegation of scientific and 
medical organisations was due to 
arrive in Sudan, the doctors were 
released. 

AI also organises campaigns or 
actions about the general human 
rights situation in a particular 
country to publicise and combat 
large-scale human rights viola- 
tions. 


No one in the prison could read 
Japanese so the authorities trans- 
lated thousands of letters only to 
discover that they all said “re- 
lease Dean Farisani." The Re- 
verend Tshenuweni Simon Fari- 
sani was released some months 
later. 

In Norway, children from 
around the country responded to 
a children’s radio show which 
featured the case of a nine-year- 
old Ethiopian boy bom in prison 
who had spent his entire life there, 
with his mother. Children sent 
drawings, cards and letters to the 
AI office in Oslo and a huge 
parcel was forwarded to the 


Today, over one millio n AI members 
around the world are committed to stop- 
ping human rights abuses 


In China the fate of many of 
the prisoners arrested since the 
1989 pro-democracy protests still 
remains veiled in secrecy. In 
1990, as part of a worldwide 
campaign. AI published the 
names and details of 700 of the 
thousands arrested — at that 
time, the longest list of prisoners 
in China ever compiled by a 
human rights organisation. 

And last year AI launched a- 
campaign on Brazil which drew 
worldwide attention. Members 
lobbied embassies, wrote letters 
and generated publicity in their 
own countries which resulted in a 
pledge by the Brazilian president 
that *’we cannot and will not 
again be a country dted as violent 
in reports by Amnesty Interna- 
tional." 

It is this son of high profile 
initiative that makes headlines. 
But the constant, persistent work 
of Al members around the world 
still focuses on bringing pressure 
to bear on behalf of individual 
victims. 

AI members in Japan wrote 
thousands of letters to the South 
African authorities about a pris- 
oner of conscience who had gone 
on hunger-strike in early 1987. 


Ethiopian president with a letter 
asking for their - release. Five 
weeks later both the boy and his 
mother were freed. 

One Australian group in 
Hobart decided several years ago 
to try to speak to the prisoner of 
conscience in Uruguay on whose 
behalf they were working after all 
their letters went unheeded. Un- 
deterred by their inability to 
speak Spanish, they arranged a 
telephone hook-up through a 
translation service in Melbourne 
600 kilometres away and tele- 
phoned the prison. 

“From what we gathered.the 
impact was absolute panic. We 
were passed from person to per- 
son and they didn't hang up for a 
long time.” one group member 
said. 

The prisoner, a teacher jailed 
for owning a printing press and 
accused of distributing subversive 
literature, was released a few 
months later. 

And in Scotland, the plight of 
several imprisoned artists was 
highlighted by a campaign which 
coincided with Glasgow’s year as 
the cultural city of Europe. Giant 
banners featuring the aritsts’ 
work were made for a launch 


event in the city’s main square 
and over 40,000 signatures were 
collected. 

Human rights emergencies can 
occur anywhere and at any time 
and AI has to be prepared to act 
quickly when it learns that some- 
one is at risk of torture, execution 
or other Inman rights violations. 

When this happens, an Urgent 
Action network with about 

50.000 members in over 60 coun- 
tries can be mobilised within 48 
hours to write, telex of fax im- 
mediate appeals to the author- 
ities. One nigbewatchman in Ire- 
land writes to every government 
or authority listed on every Ur- 
gent Action — an average of 

2.000 letters a year. In France, a 
network of common-law prison- 
ers who write from their own 
prisons has developed. 

Al’s unique worldwide cam- 
paigning also extends to the 
abolition of the death penalty. 

In the United Kingdom, as part 
of a nationwide campaign in 1990 
to stop the reintroduction of the 
death penalty for certain crimes, 
members draped a huge banner 
over a bridge in London which 
called on people to “Say no to 
hanging — Phone your Member 
of Parliament now." 

A com p r e hensive report on the 
death penalty was published in 
1989 as part of- an international 
campaign for abolition. Petitions 
were organised and AI members 
in several countries arranged 
forums where die mother of a 
murder victim spoke against ex- 
ecutions. ■ 

Malting the public, and not just 
government, aware of human 
rights is an important part of Al’s 
work and is carried out by mem- 
bers all around the world. 

When Al visited Sierre Leone 
several years *ago. its delegation 
was stopped at five police roadb- 
locks but managed to recruit two 
new members from among the 
officers on the way — all the 
'police who stopped the delega- 
tion knew of AI. 

That in itself shows a signifi- 
cant amount of public awareness 


which could only have been 
achieved through the work of 
members in the country. 

In India, more than 5,000 peo- : 
pie ran a “race of human rights" 
in December 1990 carrying ban- 
ners which proclaimed that “tor- 
ture is inhuman" to raise public 
awareness of human rights. A 
group in Madras went from vil- 
lage to village explaining the Uni- 
versal Declaration of Human 
Rights and collected 15,000 signa- 
tures supporting the Declaration. 

In an attempt to raise aware- 
ness of human rights issues 
among the army and police in 
Israel and Brazil. AI members 
have given .lectures on human 
rights to new recruits. Dutch 
members have held similar 
courses for police, business peo- 
ple and foreign ministry officials. 

Sometimes a visual campaign is 
most effective, especially in coun- 
tries where the adult literacy rate 
is low. In India, one group uses 
street theatre to present human 
rights issues to rural communi- 
ties. The Lahore group in Pakis- 
tan also produces plays on human 
rights themes which tour shanty 
towns and rural areas. And in 
Kuwait. AI members organised 
an exhibition of paintings on the 
theme of human rights, political 
repression and free expression. 

The strength and success of 
Al’s work is due to its members, 
who include students, the elderly, 
tradespeople and professionals. 

When governments receive 
appeals from AI — not just from 
one country or one group of 
people but from all around the 
world — if becomes much harder 
to dismiss them. 

Not every Al campaign or ac- 
tion is going to result in prisoners 
being freed or detainees being 
treated better. But at the very 
least, the organisation's con- 
tinuing campaigns, appeals and 
publicity remind governments 
that whatever human rights viola- 
tions they attempt will be ex- 
posed to the harsh glare of inter- 
national scrutiny. And . that's 
what saves lives. 


The G-7 — deciding the fate of others 


LONDON (AP) — At their 17th 
annual economic summit, leaders 
of the world’s seven richest in- 
dustrial nations will likely focus 
on Mikhail Gorbachev's plea for 
aid and the threat of a global 
recession. 

Following are sketches of the 
G-7 leaders and their priorities 
for the summit. 

United States 

AMERICA’S longest peacetime 
expansion in history ended last 
July with the onset of the first 
recession in eight years. The 
slump has been far less- severe 
than the 1981-82 downturn and 
there are growing signs it may 
have ended in either April or 
May. 

However, the recovery in the 
early stages is expected to be the 
weakest of any since the end of 
World War II. In an effort to spur 
growth. President George Bush is 
expected to keep up pressure on 
the allies to cut interest rates. 

His administration contends 
that inflation threats are low at 
the present time and virtually 
every problem facing the world 
economy, from promoting free- 
market economies in Eastern 
Europe to rebuilding the war- 
torn Middle East, can be better 
bandied with cheaper credit. 

Mr. Busb. 67. saw his popularity 
soar during the Gulf war but 
scores far lower in opinion polls 
for his handling of the economy. 
The administration is concerned 
that sub-par growth will mean 
little improvement in the nation's 
unemployment rate and thus pro- 
voke voter discontent during Mr. 
Bush's re-election campaign next 
year. 


The president is opposed to pro- 
viding large amounts of aid to the - 
Soviet Union, offering instead a 
proposed associated status with 
the International Monetary 
Fund. This would allow the 
Soviets to tap into the IMF’s 
considerable economic expertise 
but bar them from obtaining 
loans. 

Japan 

JAPAN’S economy has continued 
to grow, and is likely to break its 
post- World War II record of 57 
consecutive months of economic 
expansion in August. 

But the economy is slowing 
down, with growth this fiscal year 
estimated at 3.8 per cent after 
fiscal I990’s 5.7 per cent. The 
Bank of Japan on July 1 reversed 
its anti-inflation tight credit poli- 
cy and lowered the discount rate 
to keep the economy going. 

Japan’s trade surplus widened 
for the fifth consecutive month in 
May, although the surplus with 
the United States narrowed. Un- 
employment remains so low that 
there is an acute labour shortage. 

Toshiki Kaifo has a weak pow- 
er base within the governing 
Liberal Democratic Party and 
conventional thinking has always 
been that he would lose his job in 
October. But a recent surge of 
popularity in opinion polls and 
the death of his most formidable 
challenger may give him a fight- 
ing chance for another term. 

Mr. Kaifo is expected to repeat 
Japan's opposition to major 
financial aid to the Soviet Union. 
But he will not want to appear 
isolated from the other indus- 
trialised countries. 

Tokyo will seek support for its 


policy of, before offering the 
Soviets substantial help, deman- 
ding the return of four small 
islands occupied by the Soviets 
after World War II. Officials 
would like to see the summit 
communique include an appeal to 
Mr. Gorbachev to extend his 
“new thinking” to Asia, which 
would be seen as support for 
Japan's island claim. 

Germany 

GERMANY’S economy is in a 
schizophrenic state. Former West 
Germany, with 80 per cent of the 
population, is booming, while the 
20 per cent in former East Ger- 
many head for mass unemploy- 
ment requiring huge subsidies to 
finance social support prog- 
rammes. 

That and the massive invest- 
ment required to switch the east 
over to capitalism are straining 
Germany’s fiscal conservatism 
and fueling fears of inflation, 
which is running ax a 3.5 per cent 
annual rate. Germany has there- 
fore repeatedly rejected U.S. 
calls for lower interest rates. 

Chancellor Helmut Kobi has 
ost popularity since winning the 
.irst all-German parliamentary 
election last December but his 
centre-right coalition is holding 
firm. 

Mr. Kohl goes into the summit 
as probably the strongest of the 
seven nations in urging Soviet 
aid. 

Germany sets high priority on 
progress in trade talks, but so far 
has rejected U.S. pressure for 
radical change in fann subsidies 
— the main issue in dispute. 

Britain 

BRITAIN is poised for economic 


recovery in the second half of this 
year after suffering a deeper- 
th an -expected recession. 

The economy is expected to 
grow by 2 per cent next year after 
contracting 2.2 per cent this year, 
according to the independent 
National Institute for Economic 
and Social Research. 

The annual inflation rate has 
fallen to 5.8 per cent from a high 
of 10.9 per cent in October, 
making room for interest rate 
cuts to 11.5 per cent from a peak 
of 15 per cent. Unemployment is 
up to 7.9 per cent from 5.6 per 
cent in April 1990. 

Conservative Prime Minister 
John Major. 48, must call a 
general election by mid-1992; 
opinion polls show the opposition 
Labour Party with a commanding 
lead. 

Chancellor of the Exchequer 
Norman Lamont has said Britain 
wants to help the Soviet Union, 
but has ruled out big handouts, 
stressing that aid must be tied to 
reform. 

France 

FRANCE is grappling with sever- 
al economic problems, although 
Economics Minister Pierre Bere- 
govoy denies the widespread 
perception that there is a reces- 
sion. 

Unemployment is at a record 
9.5 per cent and rising, and 
growth is not expected to be 
strong enough in the next year or 
two to help bring it down much. 
But experts say France's eco- 
nomy is basically sound — its 
inflation rate is 3.4 per cent and 
dropping. 


President Francois Mitterrand, 
midway through his second 
seven-year term, is not expected 
to seek a third term. He feces the 
prospect of evolving increasingly 
into a lame -duck while others 
within and without his Socialist 
Party — jockey to succeed him. 

. French officials have not ex- 
pressed a wish list for the summit. 

Italy 

THE Italian economy is showing 
signs of recovery after stagnating 
as a result of the Gulf crisis. 
Industrial production has been 
picking up since April, but annual 
economic growth for 1991 is only 
expected at 1 per cent to 1.5 per 
cent. Inflation continues to be 
higher than that in France and 
Germany. 

“Italy has always been first in . 
line in asking for concrete aid to 
help sustain perestroika. ...It is 
fundamental the West do all it 
can to help Gorbachev " said Pio 
Mastrobuonl, spokesman for Pre- 
mier Ginlio.Andreotti. 

Italy also will make an appeal 
for the removal of remaining 
obstacles to the successful conclu- 
sion of the Uruguay Round of 
GATT trade talks, especially m 


regard to agriculture. 

Canada 

CANADA’S economy is in a 
year-old slump. Although new 
statistics show the economy grew 
0.9 per cent in April after shrink- 
ing for four straight quarters, the 
government stops short of saying 
the recession is ending. Unem- 
ployment' remains above 10 per 
cent, bankruptcies are up and 
interest rates are high. 

Canadian Prime Minister Brian 
Mulroney’s government is nego- 
tiating a free-trade agreement 
with the United States and Mex- 
ico in response to the European 
Community's plan to drop inter- 
nal trade barriers in 1992. Critics 
say that Canada has lost 290.000 
manufacturing jobs, but econom- 
ists say other factors were to 
blame. 

Mr. Mulroney’s standing at 
home is ar an all-time low. De- 
spite his economic troubles, Mr. 
Mulroney says h? plans to use the 
summit to 2 rornote an" arms 
control initiative. He has been 
working with Germany’s Mr. 
Kohl on a plan to track conven- 
tional arms sales to uncover coun- 
tries buikfing up of arsenals. 
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umter U.N.v 
i-ausptees; Jaasit : has resisted day/ 

l : -agpo^dte/ 

Jcwsh aae. ):_... 

...iTSl SecretatyoL State James 
Bakerhas madefourlrips to tbe- 
-Middlfi Eastsnqc thfr tkrifww to . . 

1 going. Sofar 

" there is no cd re wsiB on tgrn is f oe ' • 
a. confer e nce. . : ’•- .-. . .,' J; ".- 
• Mr. Brunner said hefcopedMr. 
IfakfcrV efforts would Succeed 
.and stressed that ^ia vjsq “was 
notaimed at disrupting «h» pro- ! . 
i jcess“ • • ; ■ ; ; ; • \ ' ■' ;' ?' 

“Tam in fevcmr.trf.evefyiiang: 
that goes in the, cferectibn .of 
pease and negotiatfonsbecaiise 
you canoot getpeace without • 
negotiating and withouthaving 
face-to-face tiflks- with ■ people 
who have different opinions “ be 
added. • ; - ^ ; . . - 

“The problem now is the ques- 
tion of bow this face-to-face is 
going to be organised and who is 
going to particpate in it.” 

1 “Some ofihe obstacles now are * 
die obstacles of the participation 
of the Palestinian delegation and 
how it will be composed, on 


Vrfud) Israel has some ideas,” be 
- and. So me o ther obstacle is pre- 
cisely the UN. participation in 
sjidb a conference,- which they 
fefuSe.”: ' 

Answering a question, he said: 
: “Lihink Jordan is one of the main 
countries in. the region and had a 
vary important role to play and I 
am sure the authorities are ready 
fo.pfay ’.this rote and until now it 
has Men a constructive role.'* 
t In . Paris,, World Jewish Con- 
gjress (WJG) head Edgar Bronf- 
man suggested Tuesday that 
Israel might drop its opposition to 
a United Nations role in Middle 
'Easr ''peace- talks if the U.N. 
rescinded its “Zionism equals 
racism” resolution. 

French officials said Mr. Bronf- 
man told Prime Minister Edith 
Cresson the rescinding of the 
U.N. resolution passed in 1975 
“would provoke a major shock in 
Israel which could allow it to 
make an important step towards 
peace in the Middle East.” 

“The removal of the resolution 
could indeed persuade Israel to 
change its mind about the accep- 
tability of the UN. in Middle 
East efforts,” W3C spokesman 
I tan Steinberg said. 


Intifada enters 43rd month 


(Continued from page 1) 
stand said. 

Prison rations cot 

Israel has slashed the rations of 
Palestinian prisoners and the cuts 
contributed to widespread unrest 
by inmates, a member of parlia- 
ment said Tuesday. 

Maim Oron said he learned last 
month from Defence Minister 
M<oshe Arens that Mr. Arens had 
cut food for prisoners by 11.6 per 
cent as -an austerity measure. 

The food cuts were one of the . 
grievances dted tty 240 Palesti- 
nian prisoners who went oh hun- 
ger strike for 16 days at Naflia jail 
in Israel. The strike, joined for 
shorter periods by hundreds of 
prisoners in other jails, ended 
late Monday. 

In a letter to . the left-wing 
parliamentarian on June 16 Mr. 
Arens said, “Beginning on April 
21 there was an 11-6 percent cut 
in the schedule of food for secnr- 


Iraq says nuclear plans peaceful 


(Ct«dfaae<r train page l)' 

He said lraq feared exaggera- 
tion of its nuclear progr a mm e by 
die United States, adding: “Such 
exaggeration led the_ US. presi- 
dent to state 4p November 1990 
that Iraq would manufacture a 
nuclear device within two 

..^Therefore the U.S. president 
was obliged to wage a war as soon 
as possible in order todestroy^hc 
Iraqi nbdeaT capabilities before it 
coaid. "manufacture, such a 
weapon, 1 ’ Mr. Hussein wrote. 

“In our view, that pretext was 
enough to make the decision to 
destroy the equipment and mate- 
rial.” He. did not specify what was 
destroyed. 

The United States, which ted a 
coalition that , evicted Iraq from 
Kuwait- after a J seven-month, 
occupation that began Aug. 2, 
accuses Iraq of trying to conceal a 
nuclear arms programme. 

Officials of tiie U.N. special 
commission serupto oversee 
destruction of Iraq's nonconven- 
tional weapons declined to say 


whether the information supplied 
by Iraq clearly showed it was 
trying to develop a bomb. 

Robert L. GaUncci, the com- 
mission's deputy chairman, said 
Monday only that Iraq admitted 
uranium enrichment programmes 
and that enriched uranium could 
be used wfJh other components to 
manufachrl a nuclear weapon. 

!. The Aernationa) Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) may 
have tosend more experts to Iraq 
to examine newiy-disdosed nuc- 
lear fadlities which the U.S. 
dafms prove Baghdad was trying 
to make a nuclear bomb, officials 
said in Vienna. 

Officials at the Vienna-based 
IAEA' said it would probably 
have to send experts familiar with 
one of three programmes for 
enriching uranium r vealed by 
Iraq. 

This system, in which uranium 
is enriched to the point where it 
can be used in a nuclear weapon 
through the use of electromag- 
nets, was last used by the United 
States to make the Hiroshima 
bomb in 1945. 


Family 
planning 
and Gulf war 


The dead wed in Iran 


ity prisoners. 

“The cut was part of an army 
savings policy ...” 

The army said it did not know 
if the old ration had been res- 
tored and it was unclear if the 
cats applied to some 4,000 
Palestinians transferred to 
Israel's prison authority, as well 
as to some 5,000 in army custody 
for nationalist activities. 

But Ali Ghuzlan, a Palestinian 
- lawyer involved in the negotia- 
tions over the hunger strike in 
Na&a, said: “We got concessions 
on food, newspapers and cleaning 
materials — washing machines 
and soap. 

“Now the prisoners will have 
open windows to get light and air, 
they will have 15 extra minutes 
with their families and they will 
be allowed to smoke when they 
are with their families.” 

A total of 9323 Palestinians 
were in jail as of June 24 in 
connection with the intifada, the 
army said. 


By Hamonda Hanafi 

POPULATION, health and 
family planning programmes in 
the Arab region look as if they 
may be among the casualties re- 
sulting from the Gulf war. The 
work of non-governmental orga- 
nisations such as the Internation- 
al Planned Parenthood Federa- 
tion (IPPF) family planning asso- 
ciations, which operate in 14 
Arab countries, is likely to be- 
come even more difficult. 

Arab governments, with a few 
exceptions, were already hesitant 
about supporting family planning 
programmes -openly, very few 
had allocated resources directly 
to family planning efforts. These 
governments are now likely to 
find more reasons than not to 
invest in national security build- 
ups at the expense of other needs, 
allowing fewer resources for 
health, education and social ser- 
vices. 

The scarcity of resources for 
family planning is also likely to 
worsen in some countries as 
priority is given to emergency 
care and curative services. The 
level of health, nutrition and 
education for countless numbers 
of families and children could be 
disastrous, not only in Iraq but 
also in Jordan which has seen its 
refugee population explode. In 
other countries . hundreds of 
thousands of workers are now 
jobless as a result of fleeing or 
being expelled from Iraq. 
Kuwait. Saudi Arabia and other 
states. Their status is no better 
than that of the refugees and the 
homeless. 

The trauma of war will nut be 
easily forgotten for the many 
children, parents and relatives of 
war victims and the impact on 
people's attitudes will be pro- 
found. For some countries, in 
particular, there will be a call for 
“replacing the dead", while for 
many others there is a likelihood 
of a return to the. concept of 
safety in numbers. For the last 20 
years family planning advocates 
in the Arab World have been 
faced with a host of opposition 
arguments. Only a few months 
ago it was hoped these were 
about to become bad memories, 
but they are now in danger of 
resurfacing. 

There has always been a degree 
of paranoia in the Arab World 
about family planning being- an 
“imperialist plot". The pro-natal- 
ist policy of the state of Israel, the 
massive influx of emigrants and 
the new settlements in the occu- 
pied territories and Jerusalem do 
not reassure most neighbouring 
countries about the wisdom of 
reducing their rate of population 
growth. Iraq's and Kuwait's re- 
cent experiences and the prevail- 
ing winds of fundamentalism 
everywhere may make family 
planning more subject to attack 
as an anti-Islamic and anti- 
national art.. Mothers may be 
pressured- into a role of intensive 
reproduction and rearing, a role 
already demanded by the Islamic 
fa nda men ta lists. 

Public opinion in the Arab 
World has always been easy to 
mobilise against the West be- 
cause of the trauma of colonisa- 


tion and the Arab- Israel conflict. 
Now countries like Egypt, Tuni- 
sia, Algeria and Morocco, with 
governments up to now commit- 
ted to population planning, are 
likely to maintain a low-key 
approach. 

Religious fanaticism and the 
exploitation of religion by reli- 
gious leaders may endanger what' 
few individual rights women have- 
acquired. particularly their right* 
to choose whether or not to have 
children and the right to educa- 
tion, employment and holding- 
public office. 

International assistance to the 
Arab World will probably in- 
crease but its distribution may be 
dictated by the current position 
that each Arab country has taken 
in this war. Thus, as the wealthy 
Gulf nations have already ex-, 
pressed it. other wealthy donors 
are likely to punish the poorest 
Arab nations for their "rebel- - 
lion". Assistance to the region, 
particularly bilateral, may be- 
come even more conditioned by' 
donor interest and political aims. 

The Arab World has always 
had its divisions and it will stilt 
have them after the Gulf war. 
However, the conflict has height- 
ened the fears for security and the 
feelings of mistrust among na- 
tions and governments. One 
should look at what might happen 
to the Arab League and whether 
there will be a single Arab venue 
that all Arabs could use without 
problems. The Gulf war has left 
no Arab country on the neutral 
side. The regional activities of 
IPPF and other bodies are bound 
to suffer from this and fewer 
exchanges and regional-based 
activities will be the result. 

If there is any silver lining to 
this cloud, it may be in a better 
understanding of the futility of 
war. The conflict may also have 
brought into sharper focus the 
real problems of maldistribution 
of wealth, misuse of natural re- 
sources, displacement of people 
and fragility of economies based 
on disorganised exported/im- 
ported labour. It may also high- 
light the whole question of re- 
fugees and human rights, includ- 
ing the fate of minorities and 
expatriates be they Palestinians in' 
Kuwait, Kurds in western Asia or 
the thousands of labourers from 
Asia and Africa who joined the 
ranks of the refugees when 
Kuwait was invaded. 

This may convince most of the 
countries involved of the import- 
ance of a comprehensive look at 
population in the region and the 
need f6r a co-ordinated policy 
among Arab countries to govern 
migration and population move- 
ments in a way that assists the 
economies of both receivers and 
exporters of populations and 
safeguards the rights and welfare 
of the people. 

The knowledge that the rest of 
the world has acquired about the 
Arab World and the individuality 
of each country was certainly an 
education for many. 

Dr. Hanafi is Regional Director 
of IPPFs Arab World Regional 
Bureau. The article is reprinted 
from IPPF People magazine . 


By Nasim Khaksar 

Parti 

NIGHTMARE is the only word 1 
can find to describe what has 
happened in Iran. Events are so 
horrible, so incredible, they could 
only fake place in a terror-ridden 
dream: q chaotic and bewildering 
nightmare that reveals itself in 
varied but repeating images. A 
shadowed dream with appari- 
tions, occasionally salient, 
seemingly carved of stone and 
fined in the heart of the dream. 
So remote is the dream it seems 
to be that of one of the archaic 
images inside the Fars mountains, 
a relic from the distant past of 
Persian history. Or perhaps it is 
dreamed by the Sphinx of the 
Egyptians. It is difficult to grasp a 
beginning or an end of such a 
dream: it resembles a creature 
circling on itself to bite its own 
tail. 

A traveller from Iran once told 
me about a wedding ceremony 
that occupied my mind for a long 
time. Ttoo families who each had 
a child, one a son, the other a 
daughter, convicted for political 
activities and executed by the 
Islamic Republic, decided to hold 
a wedding ceremony for their 
dead. According to tradition, the 
groom's family first visited the 
bride's family and made a propos- 
al. When the girl’s family 
accepted it. the ceremony was 
held. Friends and acquaintances 
were invited to the wedding. All 
the guests knew ahead of time 
that the bride and groom were 
dead, yet they took sweets and 
bouquets of flowers to the wed- 
ding. The ceremony did not differ 
from the usual one: everyone 
sang, rejoiced and maybe even 
danced at it. 

In my imagination, this event 
has taken on the fonn of a theat- 
rical perfor m ance, a drama for 
framing death or silence with 
actors who seem to have prac- 
tised their roles for years. Re- 
membering the bouquets of flow- 
ers. plates of sweets and the echo 
of music or a melancholy song 
which had suddenly intruded on 
the silence. I wonder whether I 
should begin writing about the 
nightmare here. It is a strenuous 
task: the ominous dream has grip- 
ped me and the creature that 
revolves round itself is displaying 
yet another face. 

’ On October 7. 198$. the 

Turkish magazine IKibini Dogru 
(Towards 2000), reported the fol- 
lowing item: “The Turkish gov- 
ernment will turn in 58 Iranian 
refugees to the border officials of 
the Islamic Republic." Following 
this extradition, the detainees 
were immediately executed by a 
firing squad of "Revolutionary 
Guards.” The extradition permit 
was signed by two authorities: the 
lieutenant governor of the city of 
Ozaleb who was in charge of 
border patrol station 120/2, and 
the security service in the city of 
Van. 

The report indicated that a 
mother whose son was among this 
( group, waiting on the Turkish 
side of the border, witnessed the 
execution. After learning about 
their arrest and fearing their ex- 
tradition, she had followed the 
vehicle taking the captives back 
to the border. 

In my mind, the nightmare has 
now turned into a mother sitting 
on or behind a hill counting the 
echoes of the bullets. One. Two. 
Three. Which bullet has pierced 
the forehead, or the heart of her 
child? The report does not men- 
tion if she was alone at the time 


or nQL Perhaps after an absolute 
silence had overcome the moun- 
tainsides and the hills, the mother 
rose — melancholy and crushed 
— and gazed at Iran. Did she, 
like Andre Malzaox. remember 
the ceramic tiled gt»te of Tehran 
that, like the gate of Saint-Denis 
in Paris, is now lost in the heart of 
the metropolis? Or did she recall 
the alleys in each comer of which 
a bridal-chamber is erected? I do 
not know. I convince myself it 
may be possible to pursue the 
nightmare or the reality as she 
has imagined it. and arrive at the 
vanity of human life and the 
sacrifice of human values by 
states that proclaim themselves 
representatives of God on earth. 
Human life. How dare I use such 
a strange phrase! Did I speak of 
regard for human life? Would, 
then, the dead be exempt from 
disregard? 

In the summer of 1981. the 
government c*f the Islamic Re- 
public. in its frenzy to eliminate 
the opposition, inaugurated a 
new cemetery for executed poli- 


sum of all inflicted on mankind by 
governments finds its incarnation 
in Iran. It becomes problematic 
to place oneself in any specific 
historical epoch. 

During the years of imprison- 
ment under the Shah. ! was once 
the cellmate of a young telabeh 
(theology student). The torture 
of political prisoners had reached 
horrible dimensions. One day. 
when the sound of whip strokes 
did not cease a moment, my 
cellmate, after pacing the cell for 
a long time, sat down beside me, 
pale and scared. A thought had 
popped into his head that he was 
afraid to articulate. I asked what 
it was. He said. “I wonder what 
misery would fall upon us if the 
interrogators could think of get- 
ting a team of carpenters and 
blacksmiths to divide the cells 
into narrow drawers, place one 
prisoner in each, lock it up and 
only once a day puli the drawer 
out to let us eat something and 
use the bathroom.” 

During the month that we were 
cellmates, every once in a while 


k4 A traveller from Iran once told me about 
a wedding ceremony that occupied nay 
mind for a long time. Two families who 
each had a child, one a son, the other a 
daughter, convicted for political acitivities 
and executed by the Islamic Republic, 
decided to hold a wedding ceremony for 
their dead. According to tradition, the 
groom’s family first visited the bride’s 
family and made a proposal. When the 
girl’s family accepted it, the ceremony was 
held.” ’ 


deal “atheists." The so-called 
cemetery is built on a hillside that 
is flooded by every rain-fall. At 
first, officials called this cemetery 
“tiie damned land.” Then they 
changed its name to “the heathen 
land.” The government even ex- 
cavated and transported the 
bodies of those executed atheists 
who were mistakenly buried in 
public cemeteries before 1981 or 
at that time. In doing so, they 
were trying to prevent the fami- 
lies from going to the cemetery. 
In a country where the majority 
of the people are Muslims, 
the “heathen land" could only mean 
a declaration of war against the 
dead and their families. But the 
attempt failed to intimidate the 
families, who visited their dear 
ones regardless. 

The government then orga- 
nised reprisals by its own parti- 
sans. They attacked the citizens 
with chains, mallets, clubs and 
guns. In one such incident, 
according to eyewitnesses, an old 
man was killed and a young boy 
lost one of his arms. Following 
these actions, the combat with 
Lhe dead assumed wider dimen- 
sions. Government grave-diggers 
dumped the bodies in a shallow 
ditch loosely covered with earth. 
Exposed to the air, the bodies 
began to decompose. The author- 
ities calculated that the stench of 
the decaying bodies would keep 
the families from going to the 
cemetery and foster superstitious 
rumours about the “uncleaned" 
and stinking bodies of atheists. 

We have gone back centuries 
to the year 400 BC. and are the 
first to see the drama of Antigone 
performed on the stage of life. In 
the play, Creon’s order forbids 
the burial of Antigone's brother. 
If. at limes, history appears to be 
the repetition of tragedy, then the 


another ominous dream would 
overwhelm his imagination. In 
one such vision he imagined us 
hanging from our eyelids in a well 
as deep as the well of Babylon, 
like the two fallen angels of God. 
Harout and Marout. whose 
punishment is recorded in the 
Koran. On another occasion, he 
anticipated the day when our 
torturers would cut off our feet 
and finally release us hand- 
icapped. 

After the revolution, l did not 
see him again, but I heard that he 
held an important position in a 
government office. As time pas- 
sed, the horrors that were in- 
flicted on the public in Iran, and 
particularly on political prisoners, 
made me realise that the vicious 
visions of the talabeh were be- 
coming real. It seemed as though 
it were he who was now relentles- 
sly sharing his fantasies of a few 
years ago with those in power. 

In my land there are now many 
drawers in which thousands of 
political prisoners are beifig hear- 
tlessly tortured. 

A woman prisoner. Parvaneh 
Alizadeh, writes in her prison log 
that on the day following her 
arrest she, along with other pris- 
oners. was blindfolded and 
directed down a corridor. She 
describes what they saw when the 
blindfolds were removed. “The 
body of a youngster was swinging 
at the end of a rope that was 
hanging from a tree. His arms 
were bandaged up to the elbows 
and his legs had been torn by the 
savage strokes of a cable. He 
seemed barely 20 years old. He 
had short hair and a thin mousta- 
che. His slender face was bruised 
from the pressure of the rope and 
his head lolled to one side. Next 
to the corpse, a man in guard's 
uniform and holding a stick, 
stood on a table. The guard was 


only medium height, a chubbv 
man in his mind-or late-20s. 
looks betrayed neither pride nof 
shame, wickedness nor mcrey. 
With his expressionless face, g 
non-human face, and posing 
though he were presenting (fog 
corpse of a sheep to the market, 
he was turning the body with hi§ 
stick, repeating in a coarse. In- 
different voice. "Look well, it jg 
real."" 

One day in prison, my ctlf . 
mate, the talabeh. mimicked a 
sermon. He began by pointing to 
the blank walls. At one end of 
imaginary scene were the apostles 
with their radiant countenances; 
at the other, the villains anti the 
wretched who were submerged in 
boiling pots from their waists 
down. A portrait of their doomed 
fate as God had it in mind. Now, 
thinking about this report, it 
seems to me there is no difference 
between the reality and the per- 
formance: they are the same. 
Perhaps such sermons that we as 
children used to attend were 
themselves displaying our own 
lives to us. Or maybe the 
preachers were in fact grinning at 
us and we didn’t know. Or 
perhaps they were ancient, 
archaic nightmares. 

Under the rule of the Islamic 
Republic, the captive mothers are 
accompanied by their small chil- 
dren. an example of the govern- 
ment's sensitivity toward the 
mothers. What word or image 
can articulate the experiences and 
lives of the infants and children 
who are presently staying in Evin, 
Gohardasht and numerous other 
prisons? How can one penetrate 
the daydreams of children who 
spend months in dark, narrow 
prison cells, surrounded by 
wounded and blindfolded prison- 
ers against the Wood stained wads? 
What goes tin in the minds of 
these children, children who in- 
stead of learning nursery rhymes 
and the alphabet at school are 
observing hatred and a terrible 
portrait of humanity? 

One pregnant woman antici- 
pated the birth of her child and 
her own death all the while she 
was pregnant. She was sentenced 
to death by the firing squad after 
the child was bom. Those nine 
months, when her body and * 
bones were blossoming for birth, 
were filled with the sound of 
lashing, screams and the echoes 
of drums announcing death. 
What nourishment was the foetus 
inside her wasting body subsisting 
on? 

In the writings of a political 
prisoner we read that a five-year- 
old boy was brought into an 
interrogation room. The blind- 
folds were one by one removed 
from the face of the prisoners and 
the child was asked if he recog- 
nised them. He. in turn, uttered 
only one sentence: "Daddy cold 
me not to say." 

How has this permeated the 
child's life? The world should rise 
and walk beside him in the corri- 
dors of Evin in order to interpret 
his understanding of the words. 
No one can doubt for a second 
that the five-year-old boy knew 
that had he said anything else, the 
captive men would have been 
doomed to a grave fate. Worse, 
his response indicates that he is 
aware that his recognition of 
these prisoners reveals his pa- 
rents’ connection with them. And 
he is conscious of what his pa- 
rents would suffer: torture and 
possible execution 
Nasim Khaksar is an Iranian wri- 
ter living in Holland. The article 
is reprinted from Index on Cen- 
sorship, a London-based media 
watchdog. 















SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Milan asks to host 2000 Olympics 

MILAN (R) — Milan has put in a bid to host the 2000 summer 
Olympics the city council said Monday. Documents announcing 
the official candidacv of the North Italian business centre have 
been sent to the International Olympic Committee (IOC). Other 
declared bids for the games have come from Peking. Berlin. 
Manchester and Sydney. The IOC will make its decision on the 
host city in Monte Carlo in September 1993. 

Augenthaler retires 

MUNICH (Rl — German World Cup player Klaus Augenthaler 
has retired from soccer after more than 15 seasons at Bayem 
Munich. Augenthaler. 33. quit the international game after 
helping West Germany to last year's World Cup triumph. Last 
& Jason the Bayem captain struggled to retain top form after a 
series of injuries. "Fifteen years is enough.' Augenthaler said 
Monday. "1 don't want to retire as an invalid. I want to be able to 
play tennis and go skiing. I think the anniversary of our World 
Cup final triumph is the right time to announce my retirement." 
After joining Bayern as a teenager in 1975. Augenthaler won 
seven 5undesliga championships, the most league honours by any 
German player. 

Germans threaten to boycott championships 

BONN (R) — Former Hast Germany's top swimmers are 
threatening to boycott next month's European Championships 
because of recent doping allegations aimed at the ex-Communist 
state's coaches and officials. An independent doping commission, 
set up by the All-German Swimming Federation (DSV). has 
drawn up a list of doctors and coaches accused of promoting drug 
abuse in the past. The DSV are believed to be ready to taJce 
mainly western German officials to the Athens Championships, 
prompting the boycott threat from angry eastern German 
swimmers. "It doesn’t surprise me. We had to expect this sort of 
action from the swimmers,” DSV President Bodo Hoilemann said 
Monday. Some 20 swimmers from the former East Germany, 
once a major power in world swimming, are included in the 
38-strong German squad for the championships from Aug. 18 to 
25. "You can’t just be one-sided in dealing with the doping 
problem in the DSV." Olympic 400 metres freestyle champion 
Uwe Dossier said. "We are on the side of our coaches. If they are 
not allowed to go to Athens, we will stay at home, too." 

Australia enters Admiral’s Cup race 

SYDNEY (R) Australia, which had signalled its absence from 
ocean yacht racing's premier event, the Admiral's Cup. for the 
first time in 26 years, has announced it will take part after all. 
Australian plans for next month's six-race offshore event off 
Cowes in England were thrown into disarray in June when Sydney 
yachtsman Damien Parkes said he was withdrawing as skipper 
from one of the three boats entered. But Melbourne skipper Chas 
Jacobsen will now join the Australian team as skipper of a British 
one-tonner in time to meet this week’s deadline for nominations. 

Celtic midfielder moves to Chelsea 

LONDON (R) — Chelsea have bought England B International 
midfielder Paul Elliott from Celtic for £1.1 million (S2.2 million), 
the London club said. Elliott, who spent two years in Italy with 
Pisa and previously played for Aston Villa, hopes his move from 
Scotland to the English first division will help him in his bid to 
break into the full England squad. “The club have convinced me 
they are ambitious and that's all I wanted to know because I am 
determined to show what I can do and push my claims to get into 
the England team." he said. Chelsea signed Scottish international 
defender Tommy Boyd from Motherwell last month. 

Skoff upsets Hlasek In Swiss Open 

GSTAAD, Switzerland (AP) — Austria's Horst Skoff upset 
sixth-seeded Jakob Hlasek of Switzerland fr4, 7-6 (7-4) in the first 
round Monday of the $305,000 Swiss Open Men's Tennis 
Tournament. Aaron Krickstein of the United States, ranked 51st 
worldwide, ousted 35th-ranked Jordi Arese of Spain 7-6 (8-6) 6-3. 
Martin Jaite of Argentina, last year’s surprise winner in what local 
commentators have dubbed the “Alpine Wimbledon”, also 
advanced with a 6-1 . 6-4 victory against Petr Korda of Czechoslo- 
vakia. The second Argentine entry. Horacio De La Pena, 
disposed of Spain's slightly better ranked Francisco Clavet 6-3, 
6-1. Goran Prpic, the number 8 seed from Yugoslavia, had more 
trouble in eliminating France’s Fabrice Santoro 7-6 (7-1 ). 1-6. 6-1. 

Backley seeks half to javelin changes 

LONDON (R) — Former world record holder Steve Backley has 
called for a halt to the changing specifications of the javelin to 
prevent his event being devalued. The European and Common- 
wealth champion, who makes his comeback after injury at 
Friday's London Grand Prix, is concerned about the way the 
javelin is constantly being upgraded to make it fly further. The 
British thrower regained the world record from Czechoslovak Jan 
Zelezny a year ago with a throw of 90.98 metres with the new 
Nemeth javelin. This season. Finland's Seppo Raty has extended 
the record to 91.98. then 96.96 with the latest aerodynamically- 
assisted Sandvjk spear. Backley. due to face Zelezny at Crystal 
Palace, said Monday: "The record business has lost its credibility. 
There should be one javelin holding true for a number of years. 

I m not as interested as 1 was in breaking records. There is no 
history to them. I'm more in tune with just winning now. I care 
what the International Amateur Athletic Federation eventually 
ratifies, as long as it imposes tight restraints." 
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fk'th Mjlnerable. Snulh deals. 
NORTH 

* Q 7 5 
Q 8 
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* Q tO S 7 3 

WEST EAST 
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I J 10 9 8 5 1 3 
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SOUTH 
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The i lidding: 
South West 

North 

East 

3 NT 

Puss 

4 NT 

Pass 

5 • 

Pass 

6 * 

Pass 

6 NT 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 


Opening lead; -Jack r.f 
Follow ihe play of this deal We 
are going lu test your analytical abil- 
ity by asking you to decide whether 
declarer play*d the hand as well as 

possible. 

The bidding was interesting. 
South’s opening bid showed a bal- 
anced 25-27 points. WiLh f> points 
and a reasonable five -card suit. 
North invited slam by raising tu 
four no crump. Although South had 
only. 25 points, they were all in aces 
and kings, so South upgraded his 
holding and opted to accept. Rather 
than bid six no trump, however, his 


ruffing value made him probe for 
suit fit with a natural bid of five 
diamonds. North, in turn, suggested 
clubs as an alternative, but six n<> 
trump became the final coniract. 

West led the jaik of hearts, won 
in the closed hand. With only nine 
fast tricks available, it was obvious 
declarer would have to develop the 
eluh suit while losing only one trick 
if the slant were going to succeed. So 
at trick iwu. declarer cashed the ace 
of clubs and then continued with a 
low club. When West followed low. 
declarer opted to finesse the nine. 
When that lost in the jack, the best 
declarer could do was down one. 

"You could have made the hand 
by going up with the queen of clubs." 
remarked North “Bui the king and 
jnck could haw been reversed." re- 
torted South “In that case my play 
would have been correct." Who do 
you agree with, North or South? 

If the missing dubs are breaking 
:Kk then it is purely a guess. But Lhe 
odds favor a 4-2 split, and now the 
play of the queen has a clear advan- 
tage. If East has a doubleton king 
and West four to the jack, no play 
wins— declarer cannot set up the 
suit without conceding two tricks. 
Going up with the queen, however, 
will win whenever the suit splits 
evenly and West has the king, or 
when the suit lies as in the above 
diagram. 


S. Africa readmitted to Olympics 


LAUSANNE, Switzerland (AP) 
— South Africa was readmitted 
to the Olympics Tuesday after a 
21 year-suspension. 

The announcement was made 
by International Olympic Com- 
mittee President Juan Antonio 
Samaranch after talks with a 
South African sports delegation. 

The decision clears the way for 
South Africa to compete in the 
1992 Olympics. 

“I would like to congratulate 
the South African National 
Olvmpic Committee.” Samar- 
anch said. “Now they are fully 
recognised by the IOC. 

"It is really an important day 
not only for the Olympic Move- 
ment but for all sports around the 
world. It is the beginning of a new 
step. I would like to see very soon 
athletes and players from South 
Africa taking part in major sports 
competitions around the world." 

Samaranch formally readmit- 
ted South Africa on the recom- 


mendation of the IOC’s Apar- 
theid and Olympism Commis- 
sion, which met with the five 
leaders of the Interim National 
Olympic- Committee of South. 
Africa. 

The group now becomes offi- 
cially recognised by dropping the 
word “interim." 

“The recognition is not' con- 
ditional." said IOC Vice Presi- 
dent Keba Mbaye from Senegal. 
"It has foil effect. It is pure and 
simple." 

However, the commission re- 
commended that the decision 
should be reviewed in the event 
that South Africa goes back on its 
reform policies which led to the 
abolition of the apartheid system 
of racial segregation. 

At its session in Birmingham. 
England, last month, the IOC 
empowered Samaranch and his 
executive board to reinstate 
South Africa once they were 


satisfied the conditions had been 
met. 

The momentum for South Afri- 
ca’s return to the Olympic fold 
built rapidly in recent weeks. The 
anticipation grew so high that 
officials of South Africa's three 
largest cities — Johannesburg, 
Cape Town and Durban — began 
talking about hosting the summer 
games in 2000 or 2004. 

Some anti-apartheid groups re- 
main opposed to lifting the sports 
boycott, however. 

The South African Council on 
Sport withdrew from the delega- 
tion travelling to Lausanne, 
saying sports sanctions should re- 
main in place until a new con- 
stitution ending white-minority 
rule is approved. 

Samaranch is eager to have 
South Africa make its return to 
the Olympics in his hometown of 
Barcelona, joining the first team 
from a united Germany. 


The invitations for Barcelona 
will go out on July 25, one year 
before the start of the games. 

South Africa has also moved 
close to rejoining other interna- 
tional sports bodies. 

The International Amateur 
Athletics Federation (IAAF). the 
governing body of world track 
and field, said it is prepared to 
readmit South Africa at its con- 
gress next month. 

South Africans would then be 
eligible to compete in the world 
track championships in Tokyo in 
late August, although officials say 
it may be too soon to get a team 
ready by then. 

South Africa is also pushing to 
return to world competition in 
non-Olympic sports such as crick- 
et and rugby. 

On Wednesday in London, the 
International Cricket Council is 
expected to welcome South Afri- 
ca back into the fold. 


Belgian 
wins 3rd 
stage in Tour 

De France 

DIJON, France (AP) — The 
third stage of the Tour De France 
gave an idea of what to expect for 
the next week of racing on mostly 
flat roads. 

Etienne de Wilde of Belgium 
won Monday's 210-kilometre- 
(131-mile) stage from Villeurban- 
ne towards Dijon in 5 hours, 15 
minutes, 11 seconds. 

The pack came behind in the 
same rime and the overall stand- 
ings remained unchanged. 

Denmark's Rolf Sorensen was 
leading for the second consecu- 
tive day. 10 seconds ahead of 
three-time champion Greg 
Lem on d. the only American to 
win the Tour De France. Erik 
Breukink of Denmark was third, 
two seconds behind Lemond. 

A total of 197 riders started the 
third stage, one less than the 
previous day, after 1987 winner 
Stephen Roche of Ireland was 
disqualified Sunday. He apolo- 
gised earlier Monday to the orga- 
nisers of the tour for arriving 
seven minutes late in the second 
stage, a team trial. 

"At the last moment we were 
starting earlier than we expected 
and Rod* wasn’t around so it 
wasn't his fault if he missed the 
start," said Roche's teammate, 
Jean -Claude Colotti. 

Tour officials said they were 
pleased by Roche’s attitude after 
his elimination, although many 
people were disappointed to see 
Roche out of the tour so early. 

Roche left for Belgium to the 
team's headquarters according to 
the officials. 

De Wilde attacked Monday 
just before the last sprint of the 
race and won the stage in the last 
kilometre. 

Only Ireland’s Sean Kelly 
moved up a little among the top 
five. He gained four seconds 
although he stays in the fourth 
position 22 seconds behind. 


Bubka breaks own world record 


FORMIA. Italy <AF) — Sergei 
Bubka is piling up money a frac- 
tion of an inch at a time. 

Bubka inched closer to the 
outdoor 20-foot mark in the pole 
vault, soariong 19-1 1-Vi (6.l)y 
metres) at a track and field meet 
Monday to raise his own world 
record, set in Moscow lust month, 
by a half-inch. 

Bubka cleared the height on his 
first try. received a thunderous 
ovation from the crowd, and pas- 
sed on his remaining attempts. 
Each time Bubka breaks the 
world record, he earns between 
$30,000 and $40,000 from meet 
organisers and about $90,000 
from his commercial Italian spon- 
sor. 

The Soviet is a huge favourite 
to win at the World Cham- 
pionships this August in Tokyo. 
He recently said he believed he 


could go as high as 20-4 V: (b.21 
metres), but wants to do it gra- 
dually. 

American Bill Paine was ru fi- 
ne rup at 18-6 1 ': (5.65 metres). 

Other highlights at the meet 
were the performance of Italy's 
Ueana Salvador in the two-mile 
walk. Salvador finished in a 
world-best of J3 minutes. 11.39 
seconds, improving her record by 
12 seconds. 

Margarita Ponomaryeva of the 
Soviet Union won the women's 
400-metre hurdles in 54.25 
seconds, the second fastest time 
of the year. American Kathy 
Freeman was second in 56.38. 

Canadian Mark McKoy upset 
former world record-holder Re- 
naldo Nehemiah in the 110- 
metre hurdles. McKoy won in 
13.53. .16 ahead of Nehemiah. 


Nehemiah, a former wide re- 
ceiver with the San Francisco 
49ers. couldn't overcome a bad 
start. 

Dannette Young scored the 
only U.S. win in the meet by 
taking the women's 200-metre in 
23:03 seconds, edging Lilian 
Allen of Cuba and another 
American, Lillie Leatherwood. 

Cuba’s Javier Sotomaynr won 
the high jump in 7-8 '.j (2.35 
metres), far oft his world record 
of 8 feet (2.44 metres). 

Brazilian Robson Da Silva won 
the men’s 200 metres in 20.68 
seconds, beating Davidson Ezin- 
wa of Nigeria and Canadian 
Atlee Mahorn. 

African runners swept the top 
five places in the lll.UOO metres, 
with Petro Mettu of Tanzania 
winning in 28:07.70. 


U.S. soccer team learns how to win 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — "Bora 
... Bora," the crowd chanted as 
the coach and his players took a 
victory lap around the Coliseum. 

Bora Milutinovic. a former 
Yugoslav midfielder may not 
speak English week, but he 
obviously has conveyed an impor- 
tant message to the U.S. soccer 
team — how to win. 

Since Milutinovic took over the 
U.S. team in April, the Amer- 
icans have a 6-1-1 record, a five- 
game winning streak that is their 
longest since such records were 
first kept in 1885, and their first 
major championship ever — in 
the inaugural Concacaf Gold Cup 
Tournament. 

"I’m very happy with our 
team's play,” Milutinovic, speak- 
ing one of his five languages. 
Spanish, said through an inter- 
preter. 

"After ail of this. I'm sure we 
will have a better team." 

In 1994. the United States will 
host its first World Cup. The 
Americans, as the host team, 
draw an automatic berth in the 
tournament. 

The United States failed to 
quaJiiy for the World Cup be- 
tween 1950 and 1986. then just 


made it — with a late goal against 
Trinidad and Tobago in the re- 
gional qualifying — to the World 
Cup in Rome last summer. 

But after five wins in the Con- 
cacaf tournament, including a 2-0 
victory over Mexico, the Amer- 
icans look like z team on the rise 
in the most popular sport in the 
world. 

"This h3S been an incredible 
tournament for us, something 
we’re going to remember for a 
Jong time." said Fernando Oavi- 
jo, whose penalty kick Sunday 
provided the deciding shot in the 
tiebreaker in the Gold Cup 
Championship game against 
Honduras. 

Milutinovic became known as 
something of a miracle worker 
when he coached Mexico into the 
world Cup quarterfinals in 1986 
and. four years later, guided Cos- 
ta Rica info the second round. 

"Coach Bora doesn't yell at 
us." said Clavijo, a native of 
Uruguay who became a U.S. 
citizen in 1987 and played eight 
seasons of indoor soccer. "He’s 
made us play with a lot of confi- 
dence.*’ 

The U.S. players say Miiuiino- 
vic also has gone back to the 


basics, helping them build skills 
that other international soccer 
players have mastered. 

The most obvious difference 
under Milutinovic is the way the 
United States relentlessly attacks 
on both ends of the field. Under 
former coach Bob Gansier. the 
U.S. team was more passive and 
defence-oriented. 

The win in the title game of the 
Gold Cup, the first championship 
of the Confederation of North 
and Central American and Carib- 
bean Association Football, did 
not come easy for the Americans. 

The U.S.* team pressed the 
action most of the game, but 
Honduras, flooding its own end 
with defenders, kept the contest 
scoreless through regulation and 
two overtimes. 

"They slowed the game down 
so much it was unbelievable," 
Clavijo said. "They didn’t want 
to run up and down the field with 

us." 

"They wanted it to go to penal- 
ty kicks," said U.S. goalie Tony 
Meola. who stopped three shots 
in the penalty kicks tiebreaker 
and was selected the MVP of the 
tournament after allowing three 
goals in five games. 




IT5 NICE TO BE ABLE 
TO DO 50METHIN6 
FOR SOMEONE ONCE 
IN A U/MILE THAT'S 
^APPRECIATED. 




Mutton* Jeff 



FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY JULY 10, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Right* Foundation 

ways you can put some practical 
new plan in motion that increases 
your money rather than dash here 
and there and get in trouble. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Whatever you have in mind of 
a personal nature is good so discuss 
with partner and arrive at a better 
understanding for the future. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You have the wisdom now 
to get rid of behind the scenes 
worries by your own quiet action 
but sidestep a determined associate 
who tries to con you into some 
unwise plan. 

SAGITTARIUS; (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
2 1 ) Friends can be helpful to you in 
whatever you are eager to do so 
listen to what they have to say and 
keep away from an irate associate. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You want to kick up 
your heels and have some fun but 
its just not the day for this although 
its good for organising conditions 
at home. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary |9) Get out of the house early 
and concentrate upon the social 
aspects of your life and discuss with 
a generous minded partner what 
he'd like yon to do, 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) There are a number of odd 
events where both newcomers and 
entertainment is concerned but 
you can accomplish much with 
improving your surroundings.- 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: An 
excellent day ro express your de- 
sire to be of service, especiaiy in 
some very real and practical man- 
ner to someone who is very dose to 
you. You will also get some right 
answers. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) A 
day to engineer what you want 
personally instead of listening to 
what impersonal and greedy ex- 
perts try to wring out of your 
account. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Your interests in what a partner 
expects of you that seems kooky 
should be replaced by a fresh new 
approach how to get your work 
done better. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Dull 
duties of all kinds can limit and 
restrict you but you make out very 
well by charming others as they 
like and show interest in hobbies. 
MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You want to have a good 
time and are activated to break out 
of bounds Tor such but instead stick 
to what you have agreed to do with 
your family. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Fixed 
resentment of any kind where your 
basic family or property interests 
are concerned leads you to make 
mistukes but studying present 
situation is excellent. 

VIRGO: (August 22 ro Sepiember 
22) There are a number of dever 



“I ought to be in great physical 
shape. Twice a week I hike to 
the top of Mt. Laundry.’’ 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


RADAW 
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I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
| 9 by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 
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FR1EVY 
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THAT ROA17 HO© 
WAS WILLIN© TO 
meet ANY OTHER 
PRIVER — 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 




Yesterdays 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: UNCLE MUSTY LOCKET SWERVE 
Answer That PoHyanna saw good in everyone and 

everything because she didn't 

SEE’ SO WELL 


THE Daily Crossword by Don 


Johnson 


ACROSS 
l A Fonda 
5 Nautical term 
10 Georgia — 

U UN town 

15 Junction ima 

16 D-es — 

1 7 Orchestral 
group 

20 Cenain marble 
2\ Entrances 

22 Fender gender 

23 Timetable abbr 

25 Look a: 

26 Fireplace shall 
25 — Mimes 

30 Church part 
32 Salmagundi 
34 Located forward 
38 Pan ot Lesser 
Anufles 

42 Made beloved 

43 RSI e g 

44 war god 

45 So. mat s if 

48 Columbus 
scnooi letters 

49 Gorans! Paul 

52 Perched 

53 Bering routines 
55 Fighting are.] 

57 Baiuc Urnd 

61 Mitchell's 
masterpiece 

65 c ert*r or Mliiiay 

66 Server 
f>7 Logic 

68 Gather 

69 Trin Man s oog 

70 Captures 

DOVUN 

1 Church seats 

2 Make revisions 

3 Anrter pom; 

4 Ceased 

5 Stoioed 

6 Property 

7 AUdw 

8 Cup handle 

9 FLgntless bird 

10 Knotted 

11 Banks 

12 Spiieiui 

13 Author ol 

"Steppenwolf 

18 Diamond group 
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> i« 

mi n- « 

19 Phenomenon 

23 fears Lat 

24 Deserters 

26 Sowing machine 
inventor 

27 Tv s Ken 

28 Lash 

31 Tune periods 

33 Concert halts 

34 Put two and two 
together 

35 Division word 

36 Harem rooms 

37 Alphabet run 

39 City on the 

Vistula 

40 Location 

41 Sleep 

45 Singer 
Franklin 

46 Keep quiet 

47 Affirm to Be 
Correct 

49 Beer 

50 £at away 


Yesterday’s Puzzle S of 
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ran0 r^S nn ci ora 
raerrann 

□ncinnuDBo ran 
non 
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European Cuitcbcj Unit 



3 MTHS 

| 6- MTHS 

12 MTHS 

6. C0 - j 

6.12 


6.B7 

EE3 

10. 8T 


10.62 

MBS 

9.12 

9.31 

9. 31 

mmm 

7.75 

7.75 

7.62 

.9.50 

9.62 


9.62 

WSMWEM 

7.37 


9.75 


10. Db 

10.00 



Metal 

USD/Oz 

JD'Cm 

7.15 

Stiver 

MEM 

. 10 




Bid 

Offer 

1.8100 

1.8350 

.0750 

.0775 

.1830 

.1839 


Omani JUyal 


DAE Dirham 


Greek Drachma* 


Cypriot Proud . 
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Citicorp may cut 
up to 10,000 jobs 

NEW YORK (R) — Citicorp, the largest American banking 
company, may cut up to IO.UOO more jobs oq (op of the 7,000 jobs 
slashed in the Iasi six months. Chairman John Reed has rold a recent 
meeting. 

Some of the cuts could be offset by some hiring, however, and 
there is no figure available for the net job cuts, a Citicorp spokesman 
said. 

Citicorp, troubled by problem consumer and commercial loans, 
has launched a programme to slash expenses, it already cut 7.U0U 
jobs in the last six months, also offset by some hiring, a spokesman 
said. 

The bank bad 95.000 employees 3t ihe end of 1990. 

"TTiis is part of the programme announced in December to get out 
$i.5 billion in costs by 1993.' the spokesman said. She said Citicorp's 
job cuts will be across all businesses worldwide. 


Paper reports record number 
of foreign tourists to Beijing 



BEIJING (R) — Record num- 
bers of tourists are flocking to 
Beijing this year, and spending 
more money than even, after 
being frightened away by tanks 
and guns that crushed pro- 
democracy protests in the 
Chinese capital two years ago. 

The Beijing Ribao newspaper 
has said that 320,000 foreign visi- 
tors arrived in the city in the First 
four months of 1991, a 17.3 per 
cent increase over the same 
period last year and a two per 
cent rise on the January- April 
figure for 1988. the previous re- 
cord year for tourism. 

In April alone. 108 .000 foreign 
tourists arrived in Beijing, an 


11.5 per cent rise over 19S8. 

The figure for tourist spending 
in the first four months was S2.15 
billion, a rise of 23.6 per cent. 

Jn April alone tourists spent 
S670 million, up 17.S per cent 
over 1988, the newspaper said, 
quoting city tourism authorities. 

The Figures, however, do not 
indicate China's tourism industry' 
has recovered from the crisis 
sparked by the brutal crushing of 
the student-led protests in June 
1989. 

Tourist arrivals would have to 
jump dramatically to fill new 
hotels that have shot up all over 
Beijing and other major cities 
since 1988. 


OECD predicts 2 years 
of slow German growth 


FRANKFURT (R) — German 
economic growth will slow to 
around 2.5 per cent next year as 
expansion slows in the west and 
output stabilises in the east, the 
OECD has said. 

The Paris-based Organisation 
for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) said in its 
half-yearly report gross national 
product (GNP) in western- 
Germany would rise 2.8 per 
cent this year and 2.2 per cent 
next year, after a rise of 4.6 per 
cent in 1990. 

The fall in east German GNP 
would remain stable from 1990 
levels at 15 to 20 per cent in 1991. 
the OECD said. 

Upward movement in the east- 
ern German economy could not 
be expected before early 1992. 
But it gave no forecast for eastern 
German GNP growth in 1992. 

Wages in the region continued 
to rise too fast and chances of a 
turnaround in the east’s industrial 
sector appeared remote. 

“It is disappointing that eastern 
German wages are increasing at a 
very rapid pace,” the OECD 


said. 

The report of the 24-nation 
organisation said a rise in unit 
labour costs, the introduction of 
higher indirect taxes in July, an 
increase in import prices, and 
tight industrial capacity limits 
would push up inflation this year. 

The OECD expected west Ger- 
man consumer prices to rise 3.3 
per cent in the whole of 1991, 
with a further acceleration to 4.0 
per cent seen in 1992. Prices rose 
2.5 per cent in 2990. 

Figures released recently show 
June’s cost of living in western 
Germany was 3.5 per cent above 
June 1990 levels. 

The OECD expected no furth- 
er deterioration in the German 
balance of payments despite con- 
tinued strong growth in imports. 

Wanting about east German 
wage developments, the OECD 
said preliminary estimates show 
that between July 1, 1990. when 
German economic, monetary, 
and social union began, and the 
end of last year until labour cost 
in eastern Germany rose between 
40 and 50 per cent. 


Soviets approve bankruptcy law 


MOSCOW (AP) — Soviet legis- 
lators gave overwhelming 
approval Monday to the country's 
first bankruptcy law, and the 
official News Agency TASS said 
13 per cent of now subsidized 
state-run companies could be out 
of business within a year. 

The law, which was given pre- 
liminary approval by the Supreme 
Soviet, put budding capitalists on 
notice that debt and bankruptcy, 
as well as profits and growth, will 
figure in the market economy 


they are trying to build. 

"Those who enter a market 
should be fully responsible for 
themselves and should not hide 
behind the state's back.” Deputy 
Prime Minister Vladimir Shcher- 
bakov told legislators. 

The' projected bankruptcies 
would reduce national industrial 
output by three per cent fo five 
per cent next year, TASS re- 
ported. Industrial production 
already has plummeted in the last 
year because of cuts in govern- 


ment subsidies. 

“It’s better to lose five per cent 
of production and make sure 
everybody understands that the 
jokes are over and the market is 
starting.” TASS quoted Mr. 
Shcherbakov as saying. 

Lawmakers voted 343-5 for the 
measure. They sent it back to a 
committee under a traditional 
legislative procedure, but the lop- 
sided vote indicated the measure 
was likely to pass with most pro- 
visions intact. 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


By Reuters 

TOKYO — Stocks closed higher for the first time in six days 
: during a ttnbufeot day’s trading. After falling to a 1991 trading 
-~jbw ia late morning, the 225-abarc Nikkei average closed up 
' j*32-79 points (1-95 pet) at 22,608.96. 

JXDNEy — Local institutional and European buying sparked 
’ sharp rises as Sydney shadowed Tokyo up. The September Share 
^ : ?rice Index ended 13.1 points up at 1S33.8 
-HONG KONG -—Hong Kong shares slid up and down following 
v -Tokyo, felting sharply in the morning then rising throughout die 
'• afternoon to end stronger. The blue drip Hang Seng Index ended 
. 23.46 points at 3,904.19. 
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SINGAPORE — Shares closed off the day’s highs after moderate 
trading. The market moved with Tokyo, falling at first then rising 
after mid-morning. The key Straits Times Industrial Index closed 
10.25 points np on the day at 1,463.92. 

BOMBAY — Shares finished mixed after a bullish start triggered 
widespread profit-taking. The BSE Index bit a peak of 1385.27 
points before ending at 1,363.99, np 6.67. 

FRANKFURT — German shares flurried at the end of the day to 
close at day highs but dealers said demand was not particularly 
heavy for blue-chip stocks. The 30-day DAX Index ended 22.59 
points (1.41 pet) higher at 1,627.23. 


Fortune survey shows 
profits down 17 per cent 

in world’s top companies 


Salem Abdnl Aziz A1 Sabah 

Kuwait 
to resume 
bond issues 
shortly 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait, look- 
ing for ways to stir investor in- 
terest after the Gulf war. will 
soon resume issuing treasury bills 
and other debt instruments, the 
governor of the central bank said. 

Governor Salem Abdul Aziz 
A1 Saud A1 Sabah, also said that 
high-yield debt paper issued be- 
fore last August's Iraqi invasion 
was available for immediate 
purchase. 

"The central bank will shortly 
resume issuing public debt instru- 
ments." Sheikh Salem was 
quoted as saying in Tuesday's 
edition of the Al Seyassah news- 
paper. He gave no date or finan- 
cial details. 

Before the seven-month 
occupation, Kuwait had an active 
market in short and medium-term 
treasury bills, established to 
cover a budget deficit, create an 
outlet for private savings and 
reduce the emirate's reliance on 
overseas investment income. 

Following the war. these prob- 
lems have become more acute. 
The productive economy, espe- 
cially the oil industry, is in tatters 
because of damage wrought by 
the occupation and many 
Kuwaitis are staying out of the 
country rather than helping to 
rebuild it. 

The government faces a huge 
cash-flow problem in meeting the 
cost of reconstruction while wait- 
ing for the resumption of oil 
exports, brought to a halt because 
of hundreds of well-head fires. 
Oil exports are expected to start 
again by the end of the year. 

Economists have been widely 
expecting new bond issues as one 
way out of the crisis. Other op- 
tions include the sale of some of 
Kuwait's estimated $120 billion 
worth of overseas investments 
and borrowing on international 
capital markets. 


NEW YORK (R) — 1990 will not 

be fondly recalled in the annals of 
global business. 

Profits at the world's 500 big- 
gest corporations tumbled 17 per 
cent, carmakers saw earnings 
drop 57 per cent, and six com- 
panies lost 51 billion or more in 
1990, according to a survey re- 
leased Monday by Fortune maga- 
zine. 

In all, 34 of the world's biggest 
companies posted losses last 
year, up from 27 in 1989. 

The global 500 survey appears 
in the July 29 issue. 

General Motors Corp still 
ranked first in global sales of 
5125.1 billion, even though it lost 
$2 billion. 

It was followed up by the 
Anglo-Dutch oil company. Royal 
Dutch/Shell Group, which passed 
up Ford Motor Co. and Exxon 
Corp to win the second spot, with 


UAE scales 
down 1991 
spending 

DUBAI (R) — The United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) cabinet has de- 
cided to scale down proposed 
spending in 1991 by some 17 per 
cent to 16.4 billion dirhams 
(54.47 billion), according to fi- 
gures published by the official 
news agency WAM. 

Spending for the calender year 
will, however, remain five per 
cent higher than the 1990 budget 
of 15.6 billion dirhams (54.25 
billion ). 

WAM did not say why the 
cabinet opted for a lower figure 
than the 19.7 bilh° n dirhams 
(55.37 billion) originally prop- 
osed. 

The UAE boosted oil output 
by more than 60 per cent since 
September to help compensate 
for lost Iraqi and Kuwaiti crudes 
during the Gulf crisis. 

Approval of the annual federal 
budget is consistently late as the 
seven emirates which make up 
the UAE federation take time 
discussing it. 

Theoretically, each of the 
seven emirates should contribute 
half of its revenues to the federal 
budget but the two richest emi- 
rates Abu Dhabi and Dubai nor- 
mally pay in the vast bulk of the 
money. 

The poorer emirates of Shar- 
jah, and non-oil producing Ras 
Al Khaimah, Fujairah, Ajman, 
and Umm Al Quwain rely more 
on federal spending to develop 
their infrastructure than do Abu 
Dhabi and Dubai, large oil pro- 
ducers that have their own local 
spending plans. 

Until the annual budget is 
approved, federal spending is 
usually dependent on monthly 
disbursements based on the pre- 
vious year’s approved budget. 
This has often led to timing prob- 
lems for projects. 
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sales of $107.2 billion. 

Exxon ranked third in sales in 
1990 at $105.9 billion — one of 
six U.S. companies in the top 10. 
Ford was fourth biggest in sales 
with $98.3 billion and Interna- 
tional Business Machines (IBM) 
Corp took the fifth spot with $69 
billion in sales. 

The United States topped the 
list with the largest number of 
companies in the survey at 164. 
The runner-up was Japan with 
111, while Britain had 43. France 
and Germany each had 30 spots. 

Not all was grim on the profit 
score. Some companies posted 
health earnings gains despite the 
recession in a number of coun- 
tries, including the United States. 

Profits of Soap and Cosmetics 
companies profits rose 23 per 
cent, while sales gained seven per 
cent. Beverage sales rose five per 
cent while profits jumped 24 per 


cent. 

Computer companies had a 
mixed year — sales rose 1.4 per 
cent while profits increased 19 
per cent. 

Fortune's editors pointed out 
that fears of Japanese computer 
dominance have been overblown. 

Two-thirds of al! computer 
companies in the global 500 are 
American, while IBM is five 
times as big as the world's second 
biggest computer firm, Fujitsu 
Corp of Japan. Indeed. IBM is 
bigger than Fujitsu and the next 
four computer companies com- 
bined. 

Despite the downfall of com- 
munism in eastern Europe, the 
region still has far to go before 
capitalism triumphs. In the first 
year that Fortune searched the 
east for candidates in the global 
500. it said not a single company 
qualified. 


Survey says most 
U.S. cities fighting 
serious budget gaps 


WASHINGTON (AP) — More 
than one in four U.S. cities face 
severe budget gaps because of a 
recession and the spiralling costs 
of health insurance and other 
programmes, a survey has said. 

The annual survey by the 
National League of Cities found 
that 60.9 per cent of cities said 
they expected expenditures to ex- 
ceed revenues this year. In 1990, 
just 45.5 per cent of cities antici- 
pated deficits. 

And 26.5 per cent of the com- 
munities said they expected re- 
venues to lag at least five per cent 
behind spending, an imbalance 
considered severe by the League. 
In the previous seven years of the 
survey, no more than 12 per cent 
of the cities faced a deficit that 
large. 

The report said it is "highly 
unlikely” that any other cities will 
emulate the drastic step of 
Bridgeport. Connecticut, which 
recently declared bankruptcy. 

But League officials said that 
with more and more communities 
under serious budgetary strain, 
the cutbacks in federal and state 
aid to cities that marked the 1980s 
must be reversed. 

"We no longer can take ... the 
benign neglect or the position 
that has been prevalent on our 
federal level, particularly that 
cities can stand on their own feet, 
let them solve their own prob- 
lems." said New Orleans Mayor 
Sidney Barthelemy. president of 
the League. 

"After all. we did not take that 
position ... as it relates to a 'new 
world order.’” Mr. Banhelemy 
continued. 

The survey was conducted in 
April and May and was based on 
responses from 525 cities. The 
League represents more than 
1 .400 cities. 

The report said 71.5 per cent of 
cities reported that they were less 
able to meet their budget needs 
this year than last. 

Unlike the federal govern- 
ment, most cities are required to 
balance their budgets by the end 
of their fiscal years. 


The report found that 84.6 per 
cent of cities raised taxes or fees 
or imposed new ones in the past 
year to help balance their 
budgets. 

That solution was embraced 
most often in the recession- 
wracked northeast, where taxes 
or fees were raised in 97.9 per 
cent of cities responding. In the 
west, where many laws limit tax 
increases. 75 per cent of munici- 
palities raised taxes or fees — the 
lowest percentage of any region. 

Many city governments also 
saved money by reining in their 
own work forces. The survey 
found that 36.2 per cent of cities 
froze hiring and 29.3 per cent 
reduced the number of their 
workers. 

When asked what was re- 
sponsible for their budget prob- 
lems. 87.2 per cent of the cities 
said the soaring costs of helath 
benefitis, the largest response. 

Just behind were the recession, 
mentioned by 69.5 per cent, and 
increasing expenses of solid- 
waste disposal, listed by 66.3 per 
cent of the cities. 

Meanwhile, thousands of state 
workers in Connecticut and 
Maine reported back to their jobs 
Monday, for the first time in a 
week, but budget impasses con- 
tinued in those states and in 
Pennsylvania. 

“I'm a widow. It's hard.” said 
Bernice Spagnolo. who joined 75 
other Pennsylvania state em- 
ployees at a rally at the Capitol 
demanding an end to the week- 
long deadlock. She hoisted a 
homemade sign that asked, "who 
is going to pay my bills?” 

In Maine. Governor John 
McKeman signed a $3.2 billion 
budget Monday, sending 10,000- 
state employees back to work and 
ending the partial government 
shutdown that began July 1. 

Bur state employees still faced 
uncertainty because the Republi- 
can governor made a deal with 
Democratic lawmakers that the 
new budget will be cancelled 
Wednesday if the legislature fails 
to cut workers’ compensation. 
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H ATO plans major reshuffle 
©f cold war military hardware 


BRUSSELS <R) — NATO is 
planning to give poorer allies in 
the Mediterranean region hun- 
dreds of tanks and other pieces of 
military hardware no longer 
needed to face the threat of a 
Warsaw Pact attack in Central 
Europe. 

NATO sources said the plan, 
part of a reshuffle of alliance 
forces following the signing of a 
landmark European arms treaty 
last vear, would significantly up- 
grade the defences of countries 
Tike Greece and Turkey. 

The equipment, totalling more 
than 2.500 tanks. 1,000 armoured 
vehicles and 175 artillery pieces, 
will be largely donated by the 
United States and Germany. 
Norway and Denmark, both with 
small armed forces, will also re- 
ceive extra equipment. 

"This represents a commitment 
to strengthen principally the 
southern region. It takes into 
account the fact that the areas of 
risk for the west have changed," 
said one NATO diplomat, who 
asked not to be identified. 

The 16-nation North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation (NATO) has 
already said it intends to streng- 
then weak defences in the 
Mediterranean area, particularly 
in the wake of the Gulf war. 


Several allies sent warplanes, 
air defence missiles and other 
equipment to Turkey during the 
crisis allegedly to deter any possi- 
ble attack from neighbouring 
Iraq. 

Final details of the arms trans- 
fers proposals have yet to be 
worked out in bilateral deals be- 
tween the countries concerned 
and there could still be changes. 
But NATO military planners 
have finished the outline of the 
deal, alliance sources said. 

The plans wer developed be- 
cause NATO has to destroy 
equipment under the terms of the 
Conventional Forces in Europe 
(CFE) treaty, covering an area 
from the Atlantic to the Urals. 

In order to save its best equip- 
ment. NATO decided to reshuf- 
fle hardware among countries so 
that only the oldest will have to 
be destroyed. 

Modem armies like those of 
the United States and Germany 
would transfer items to poorer 
allies, who will then destroy their 
oldest equipment — some of 
which dates from just after World 
War Q. 

The plan, known as "cascad- 
ing." had been held up because of 
a row with Moscow over im- 
plementing the arms treaty. That 


dispute was resolved last month. 

"All allies will respect the 
limits set in the CFE treaty, no 
one is going to end up with far 
more.” said another NATO 
source. "What some countries 
will get is an improvement.” 

NATO sources said the 
alliance was trying to limit the 
total cost of weapons destruction 
under the treaty and of the arms 
transfers to SI 00 million. This 
money would come out of 
NATO's common infrastructure 
funds. 

Under the proposals so far. 
Turkey looks set to be the biggest 
beneficiary. It will receive more 
than 1,000 tanks from the United 
States and Germany. 

They will not be the latest 
models, but still represent a ma- 
jor improvement. Although Tur- 
key has NATO's biggest armed 
forces after the United States, its 
equipment is outdated. 

Ankara is also expected to re- 
ceive some 600 U.S. and German 
armoured personnel carriers and 
70 M-110 self-propelled artillery 
pieces from the United States. 

In working out the list of trans- 
fers. NATO officials were careful 
to maintain a balance between 
Greece and Turkey, who are 
traditional enemies. 


Cresson foresees mass airborne 
expulsions of illegal immigrants 


PARIS (AP) — Premier Edith 
Cresson said Monday that current 
methods of ousting illegal immig- 
rants do not work and raised the 
possibility of mass expulsions 
aboard government-hired planes. 

Conservative politicians, who 
have accused the Socialists of 
tolerating massive illegal im- 
migration. said Ms. Cresson had 
finally seen the light. But SOS 
Racism, a group that works close- 
ly with immigrants, said she was 
using a "dangerous vocabulary" 
that wouldn't help solve under- 
lying social problems. 

In two separate interviews. Ms, 
Cresson stressed that French in- 
stitutions were “saturated” and 
said the country needed tougher 
enforcement of laws restricting 
immigration. 

Ms. Cresson. France's first 
female premier, appeared un- 
fazed about the possible consequ- 
ences of taking a tough line on 
immigration, one of the chief issues 
she faces. Ms. Cresson was 
appointed by President Francois 
Mitterrand on May 15 and quick- 
ly became known for making 
controversial statements. 

"Beyond political refugees, we 
cannot permit new integration.” 
she told U.S. and British repor- 
ters. 

Only about 20.U0U of 120.000 
people currently seeking asylum 
in France would be granted poli- 
tical refugee status, she said. 


PEKING (AP) — U.N. agencies 
announced plans Tuesday to give 
medicine, tents, blankets and 
emergency housing materials to 
three flood-ravaged provinces in 
eastern China, where hundreds of 
people have died and millions 
remain stranded by flood waters. 

Storms and flooding since the 
beginning of June have killed 978 
people, according to official sta- 
tistics. Because many casualties 
go unreponed in disasters in Chi- 
na, the death toll from the flood- 
ing could be much higher. 

Chinese officials have warned 
local officials to prepare for more 
flooding as rivers. lakes and dam 
reservoirs threaten to push out of 
their banks in some areas where 
more rain is expected. Soldiers 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — James 
Franciscus. a handsome leading 
man who played a police detec- 
tive in the TV series Naked City 
and a blind investigator in Lon*- 
sireel. has died. He was 57. 

Franciscus died of emphysema 
Monday night at the Medical Cen- 
tre of North Hollywood, said 
publicist Phil Palodino. 

He starred in several television 
series, beginning with ABC's 
Naked City in 1958. He appeared 
in the 1961 series The Investiga- 
tors. on CBS. then moved to the 
role that made him a teenage 
heamhrob: English teacher John 
Novak in the NBC drama Mr. 
Novak. 

Franciscus portrayed insurance 
investigators twice/ first on The 
Investigators and later as blind 
Mike Longstreet on the ABC 
series Longstreet. 

That role was among his most 
challenging, he said in 1971, be- 
cause it was difficult to leave his 
eyas unfocused. 

".You’ve got to use them, yet 
not use them.” he said. “In the 
first few shows ray eyes would 
just go out on me along 2 or 3 
o’clock. They'd be bloodshot and 



Edith Cresson 

"We have been obliged, for the 
past several years, to put an end 
to immigration.” she said. 

But she cautioned against mak- 
ing immigrants the scapegoat for 
deepening economic problems. 
Unemployment, not immigra- 
tion. was the source of the cur- 
rent French malaise, she said. 

The Socialist premier said she 
envisioned using special planes to 
return illegal immigrants to their 
home countries. 

The conservative government 
of Premier Jacques Chirac used a 
chartered plane to expel 101 Ma- 
liens in 1986. The move outraged 
many politicians and citizens. 

Many leading right-wing politi- 


and civilians alike have been 
mobilised to fight the floods. In 
Peking, the city Communist Party 
chief. Li Ximing, advised 
emergency workers to study the 
writings of revolutionaiy leader 
Mao Tsetung for inspiration and 
guidance. 

The Central Meteorological 
Station said Tuesday that some 
parts of south and southwest Chi- 
na are expected to receive 40 to 
80 millimetres of rain in the next 
two days, the official Xinhua 
News Agency reported. 

But Xinhua said rainfall is ex- 
pected to diminish in the flood- 
battered areas near Taihu Lake 
and the Yangtze and Huaihe Riv- 
ers in eastern China. 


watery.” 

During the 1960s, he produced 
Jane Eyre and The Red Pony for 
television. 

Franciscus also starred in the 
1970s series Doc Elliott on ABC 
and Hunter on CBS. 

Twice, his rugged looks cast 
him in the role of a Kennedy, or a 
president very much like John F. 
Kennedy, in the 1981 television 
movie. Jacqueline Bouvier Ken- 
nedy, he played opposite Jaclyn 
Smith in the title role. 

Three years earlier he played a 
president in the film the Greek 
Tycoon, with Jacqueline Bisset 
and Anthony Quinn. 

He appeared in the movies The 
Outsiders. Youngblood Hawke 
and Beneath The Planet Of The 
Apes. 

The actor was bom in Clayton 
and attended a Massachusetts 
preparatory school before going on to 
Yale University. After acting in 
Summer Stock Theatre in Mas- 
sachusetts. he was cast in a 1956 
film Four Boys And A Gun, 
launching a Hollywood career. 

He is survived by his second 
wife, Carla, and four daughters, 
Jamie, Kellie. Corie. and Jolie. 


dans have latched onto the im- 
migration issue recently, deman- 
ding tighter controls. 

One of Mr. Chirac's col- 
leagues. former Deputy Security 
Minister Robert Pandraud. said 
he rejoiced that Ms. Cresson "has 
finally taken cognisance of the 
realities of clandestine immigra- 
tion.” 

Ms. Cresson. in an interview 
with the television Channel TF1. 
said her proposal was neither a 
"drifting nor a skidding to the 
right. It is just that the law must 
be respected." 

Speaking to the Anglo- 
American Press Club. Ms Cres- 
son criticised the current system 
of returning illegal immigrants on 
regular airlines. 

“When you lead an illegal im- 
migrant to a regular airline and 
he puts up an argument before 
gening on the plane, the pilot is 
justified in not taking him." she 
told reporters. "The pilot is re- 
sponsible for the security of the 
plane.” 

Several polls have given Ms. 
Cresson the lowest rating for a 
new premier in recent memory. 
The reason, she said, was the 
unpopular measures her govern- 
ment has been forced to take. 

The French "are in a period of 
uncertainty, anxiousness,” she 
said. "We must speak to them in 
the dearest, simplest way possi- 
ble." 


Carter 
to monitor 
elections 
in Liberia 

ATLANTA. Georgia (Agencies) 
— Former U.S. President Jimmy 
Carter has accepted invitation to 
monitor elections in the war-tom 
West African nation of Liberia, 
which was founded by freed 
American slaves, an aide said 
Monday. 

Mr. Carter — who has pre- 
viously monitored elections in 
Nicaragua, Panama. Haiti and 
the Dominican Republic — 
accepted invitations, “from all 
the relevant parties" to monitor 
the elections, a spokeswoman 
said. No date has been set. 

Mr. Carter said in March that 
he had received invitation to 
monitor from President Amos 
Sawyer of Liberia's interim gov- 
ernment of national unity and 
Charles Taylor, leader of the 
National Patriotic Front of Liber- 
ia. 

Mr. Carter said in March that 
he would be willing to use his 
conflict-resolution group known 
as the international Negotiating 
Network to monitor Liberian 
elections ir an agreement was 
worked out among the warring 
parties. 

A year-long civil war in Liberia 
climaxed last year in the assas- 
sination of President Samuel 
Doe. who had seized power in a' 
1980 coup. Rival groups are now 
fighting over the country with 
remnants of Mr. Doe’s army led 
by General Hezekiah Bowen. 

Two rebel groups are seeking 
to control the country, one led by 
Mr. Taylor and the other led by 
Prince Johnson, whose forces kil- 
led Mr. Doe. In February, the 
factions agreed to a ceasefire. 

Mr. Taylor said he would not 
disarm his troops before sche- 
duled elections, taking a stand, 
that has wrecked attempts to end 
Liberia's 18-month civil conflict. 


Greece is likely to get 700 tanks 
from the' United States. Germany 
and the Netherlands and 150 
armoured personnel carriers and 
70 self-propelled artillery pieces 
from the United States. 

Spain is expected to get 530 
tanks and 100 armoured vehicles 
from the United States. Norway, 
which shares an arctic border 
with the Soviet Union, will get 90 
Leopard tanks — probably from 
Germany and the Netherlands — 
and more than 200 armoured 
personnel carriers from the Un- 
ited States and the Netherlands. 

Denmark will get more than 
100 Leopard tanks from Ger- 
many and more than 30 artillery 
pieces from U-S. forces in 
Europe. Portugal may also get 
some armoured personnel car- 
riers. 

The United States, which has 
the best-equipped armed forces 
of any NATO member, is by far 
the biggest donor. Washington is 
expected to withdraw many of the 
320,000-stong U-S. forces sta- 
tioned in Europe over the next 
few years. 

Germany, on the frontline of 
the cold war. also has well- 
equipped units and pledged to cut 
its forces as part of negotiations 
on unification last year. 

2 arrested 
in hideout 
of Gandhi 
assassination 
mastermind 

MADRAS. India (R) — Indian 
investigators hunting the one- 
eyed Tamil they believe master- 
minded Rajiv Gandhi's assassina- 
tion said Tuesday they had found 
the suspect's hideout — along 
with a glass eye. 

The wanted man. a Sri Lankan 
Tamil rebel called Sivarasan. had 
fled, they told 3 court in the 
southern state of Tamil Nadu. 

But he had left behind a power- 
ful radio and a glass eye. they 
said. 

Mr. Sivarasan used the hideout 
before and after the former pre- 
mier's May 21 assassination by a 
woman suicide bomber, the in- 
vestigators said in an affidavit to 
the court. 

Two Sri Lankan Tamils ac- 
cused of sheltering Mr. Sivarasan 
and a woman. Ms. Subha. be- 
lieved to have been a stand-by 
assassin, were brought before the 
court, which approved their de- 
tention under anti-terrorist leg- 
islation. 

Their arrests took to 13 the 
number of people detained in 
connection with the assassina- 
tion. which occurred as Mr. Gan- 
dhi arrived for an election rally 
near Madras, the Tamil Nadu 
capital. 

All are Tamils and more than 
half are from Sri Lanka, where 
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam are fighting for an inde- 
pendent Tamil state. 

Mr. Sivarasan helped the two 
accused. P. Vijayan. 26. and his 
father-in-law. S. Bhaskaran, 55. 
to rent a house in Madras after 
they fled Sri Lanka as refugees 
several months ago. and then 
used it as his hideout, the affida- 
vit said. 

Investigators raided the house 
Monday after a rip-off. it said. 
The radio had been used to com- 
municate with the northern Sri 
Lankan city of Jaffna, the Tigers’ 
headquarters. 

Investigators believe the Tigers 
organised Mr. Gandhi's assas- 
sination because the group feared 
his return to power. 

In 1987. Mr. Gandhi dispatch- 
ed troops to Sri Lanka to enforce 
a peace agreement he brokered 
between the Tigers and Col- 
ombo. 


Seoul 

welcomes 

North’s 

U.N. 

application 

SEOUL (R) — South Korea wel- 
comed Tuesday North Korea's 
formal application to join the 
United Nations and said it hoped 
its rival would become a responsi- 
ble member of the world com- 
munity. 

"I was told that the North had 
submitted their application and 
we welcome their decision to 
apply.” Foreign Minister Lee 
Sang-Ock told reporters. 

North Korea submitted its ap- 
plication to the U.N. Monday. 
Lee said. South Korea is ex- 
pected to apply in late July or 
early August. 

"We hope North Korea will 
now sincerely carry out duties of 
the U.N. and become a responsi- 
ble member of an international 
society,” he said. 

"We believe that North 
Korea's application would be 
processed after receiving our ap- 
plication. and both be processed 
at the same time.” Mr. Lee said. 

North Korea said in May it 
would apply for a separate LI.N. 
seat, ending decades of insistence 
that both Koreas share one seat, 
a proposal scorned by South 
Korea as unrealistic and unwork- 
able. 

Pyongyang's policy reversal 
was a diplomatic triumph for 
Seoul’s foreign policy of wooing 
its former Communist enemies. 
South Korea last September 
established diplomatic ties with 
the Soviet LJnion. once Pyon- 
gyang's main backer and armour- 
er. 

Seoul has also established trade 
relations with Peking. 

Late last year. South Korea 
announced it would apply un- 
ilaterally for U.N. membership. 
After it became clear U.N. Secur- 
ity Council members China and 
the Soviet Union would not block 
the application. North Korea had 
no choice but to announce it too 
would apply for its own seat. 

Mr. Lee said he hoped high- 
level talks between the two 
Koreas. technically at war since 
the 1950-53 Korean War. would 
now resume. 

Japan also welcomed North 
Koreas applicaton to join the 
United Nations. 

“Japan welcomes the move be- 
cause it will lead to stability on 
the Korean peninsula." Prime 
Minister Toshiki Kaifu said Tues- 
day. 

He said Japan would support 
the two Korea's simultaneous but 
separate entry into the world 
body. 

"The North Korean move was 
not a surprise but it will certainly 
help the two Koreas move to- 
wards unification," a senior Fore- 
ign Ministry official said. 

South Korean President Roh 
Tae-Woo asked Japanese Pre- 
mier Toshiki Kaifu to raise the 
issue of North Korea's nuclear 
programme at next week's G7 
summit, a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said Tuesday. 

He said Mr. Kaifu spoke by 
telephone .with Mr. Roh Monday 
to learn the issues the president 
would like raised at the summit, 
at which Mr. Kaifu will meet the 
leaders of the United States. 
France, Germany. Italy, Britain 
and Canada from next Monday in 
London. 

He said Mr. Roh reiterated the 
great importance he attached to 
Pyongyang agreeing to inspection 
of its mysterious nuclear facili- 
ties, a matter of concern also in 
Washington and Tokyo. 

Despite North Korean dentals, 
there has been widespread spe- 
culation in Asia and the West that 
the reclusive Communist state is 
working to develop nuclear 
weapons. 


Bush expected to lift 
S. Africa sanctions 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
President George Bush is ex- 
pected to lift economic sanctions 
against South Africa this week 
now that Pretoria is releasing 
political prisoners, the Washing- 
ton Post reported Tuesday. 

Unidentified administration 
sources told the newspaper it was 
unclear whether Mr. Bush would 
authorise a permanent lifting or a 
temporary suspension of econo- 
mic sanctions while more political 
prisoners were released. 

Mr. Bush said in June the 
release of the prisoners was the 
last of five conditions Pretoria 
needed to meet before sanctions 
were removed. 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker has completed a review on 
the political prisoners and re- 
ported to Mr. Bush that they 
were being released, the paper 
said. 

The government of President 
F.W. De Klerk and the African 
National Congress (ANC) have 
disagreed over whether those re- 
maining in detention are political 
prisoners or common criminals. 

The government says most 
political prisoners have been re- 
leased while the ANC maintains 
that nearly 1.000 political prison- 
ers are still held. 

A U.S. official told the news- 
paper the administration general- 
ly sided with Mr. De Klerk's 
definition of a political prisoner. 

Tlie ANC ended a national 
conference in Durban Sunday di- 
vided over whether the sanctions 
should be lifted now that they had 
served their purpose in isolating 
Pretoria and forcing an end to 
apartheid. 

U.S. administration officials 
have said Mr. Bush would like to 
end the economic embargo by 
mid-July if the conditions spelled 
out in a 1986 law were met. 

The U.S. Congress in 1986 
enacted legislation that outlawed 
U.S. investment and a broad 
range of trade with South Africa 
until a series of conditions were 
met that would mean the state's 
system of racial segregation had 
ended. 

South Africa, long accused by 
anti-apartheid activists of having 


a nuclear weapons programme, 
signed the nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty Monday, 
allowing inspection of all its facili- 
ties. . „ , 

Foreign Minister Pik Botha 
signed the accession to the treaty 
at a ceremony attended by visit- 
ing British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd, who said he was 
delighted. 

. "This Step South Africa has 
taken marks a big advance in the 
history of this particular treaty,’ 
Mr. Hurd told reporters. 

Mr. Botha announced last 
month that South Africa intended 
to reverse years of opposition and 
sign the treaty. 

He said then that South Africa 
had the ability to make a nuclear 
weapon but declined to confirm 
or deny if it had ever done so. It 
had never tested one, he said. 

Anti- apartheid activists have 
alleged that South Africa and 
Israel have cooperated on nuclear 
research and that South Africa 
has had a nuclear weapons prog- 
ramme since the mid-1970s. 

Suspicion that it might have 
tested a bomb dates back to 1979, 
when a U.S. satellite picked up a 
double flash characteristic of a 
nuclear explosion off the 5outh 
African coast. 

In Cape town, community 
leader and ANC activist was kil- 
led by masked gunmen Monday, 
apparently a victim of a war 
between rival groups of taxi driv- 
ers. 

Michael Mapongwana, chair- 
man of the left-wing Western 
Cape Civic Association, was the 
second local leader of the ANC to 
be assassinated in Cape Town in a 
month. 

Friends said he had played a 
leading role in attempts to end a 
brutal war between rival associa- 
tions operating the minibus taxis 
that are the main form of trans- 
port for urban blacks in South 
Africa. 

His wife. Nomsa. was killed 
last October in one of four pre- 
vious attempts on his life. The 
latest of those was last Saturday, 
when he survived an attack with 
automatic weapons and a fire 
bomb. 



Yeltsin prepared to back 
Gorbachev in new polls 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian leader 
Boris Yeltsin said Tuesday he 
would back President Mikhail 
Gorbachev in national presiden- 
tial elections if Mr. Gorbachev 
continued to respect the 
sovereignty of the country's re- 
publics. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s comments, re- 
ported by the Soviet news agency 
(TASS), mark a new step in the 
reconciliation process between 
the two men, who have spent 
most of the last year battling for 
control over the huge Russian 
Federation. 

“Mr. Yeltsin said he would 
back Mikhail Gorbachev in elec- 
tions for president of the Soviet 
Union ‘as long as he continues on 
his present course of respecting 
the sovereignty of the repub- 
lics.’” TASS said. 

Mr. Gorbachev Monday won 
vital endorsement from the nine 
main republics, including Russia 
and the Ukraine, in his quest to 
gain Western backing for his eco- 
nomic reform plans. 

The nine represented at the 
meeting, held in Mr. Gorbachev's 
Novo-Ogaryovo dacha outside 
Moscow, make up the vast bulk 
of the Soviet Union's population 
and economic potential. 

Support from the major repub- 
lics is vital if Mr. Gorbachev is to 
convince U.S. President George 
Bush and other Western leaders 
at a meeting next week in London 
that he can deliver Ihe reforms he 
promises. 

The backing of Mr. Yeltsin, a- 
long-standing advocate of more 
radical market-based reforms, is 


therefore particularly important 
for Mr. Gorbachev. 

Mr. Yeltsin said recently he 
would back Mr. Gorbachev as 
long as the Soviet leader con- 
tinued to support radical reforms. 

But Tuesday's comments were 
the first time he has specifically 
said he would back Mr. Gor- 
bachev during the forthcoming 
elections for national president. 

The elections, the first of their 
kind, are due to be held after the 
signature of a new union treaty 
redefining the relations between 
the centre and outlying republics 
and the adoption of a new con- 
stitution. 

Mr. Yeltsin is due to be sworn 
in as Russian president Wednes- 
day after sweeping to victory in 
June's direct elections, giving him 
a broad power base which Mr. 
Gorbachev — elected president 
by the country's upper parliament 
— does not have. 

In February Mr. Yeltsin de- 
manded Mr.Gorbachev's resigna- 
tion. charging he had swung 
sharply to the right. 

But relations have improved 
steadily since the Soviet leader 
and the heads of the nine repub- 
lics in April agreed on an anti- 
crisis programme to rescue the 
economy. 

Mr. Gorbachev's popularity 
has slipped dramatically as the 
country plunges deeper into crisis 
but a vote of support from Mr. 
Yeltsin, still regarded as the most 
popular politician in the country, 
would give him more chance of 
winning. 


Yugoslav ethnic tensions rip through one man’s life 


VINKOVCI. Yugoslavia (AP) — 
Sixiy-seven-year-old Rajko GJo- 
dic spent his life not really caring 
about who his neighbours were. 

But when bomb-throwers be- 
gan attacking his son's pool and 
pinball hall once a month he 
realised that to them, he was only 
a Serb — and they were Croats. 

The first bomb struck the night 
of May 3. The second on June 3. 
The latest on July 4. 

The shop is now dosed, and 
the two employees have fled. The 
glass door and windows are shat- 
tered and shards still litter the 
sidewalk in front. 

Inside, more chaos. A billiard 
table has a new pocket — in the 
centre. A pinball machine is spill- 
ing its electronic guts. 

Who is responsible? 

“I think it has something to do 
with nationality,” says Mr. Gio- 
dic. 

Many people in Yugoslavia 
know exactly where they stand 
amid the country’s ethnic fault 
lines. They are Serb, Croat. 
Slovene, Albanian, Macedonian, 
or whatever. 


But for many families like the 
glodics, it is not black and white. 

Mr. Glodic grew up in what is 
now the neighbouring Republic 
of Bosnia, was raised an Ortho- 
dox Christian. At 16, as the old- 
est of nine children and acting 
head of household, converted his 
family to Roman Catholicism 
under pressure of the then ruling 
fascist Croatian government. 

Soon after, he became a parti- 
san and a Communists, fighting 
under Josip Broz Tito to create a 
multi-ethnic Socialist Yugoslavia. 

He also married a woman of 
mixed Serbo-Croatian parentage. 
They raised two sons. One mar- 
ried a Croatian and moved to the 
republic's capital Zagreb. The 
other married a Serb and re- 
mained in this city. 

“A couple of years ago. we did 
not care who was who. We didn't 
ask,” said Mr. Glodic after recit- 
ing his personal history. "When 
my son was smalt, he didn’t know 

his nationality. 

"We are mixed, but it does not 
matter," Mr. Glodic said. 


Vinkovci, a city of 35,000 peo- 
ple in eastern Croatia, is 90 per 
cent Croatian. Mr. Glodic is not 
the only supposed Serb in the 
twon to be attacked. 

A few doors down from him. 
bombs have destroyed a bar be- 
longing to a middle-aged couple. 
He is Serbian and she is Croatian. 
They barricade themselves in- 
doors and will not talk to repor- 
ters. 

Bombs have also ripped 
through the Jack Daniels Pub a 
few blocks away. And in the city 
of Osijek. 50 kilometres to the 
north, a bomb destroyed a 
Serbian-owned cafe early Mon- 
day. 

In recent months, ethnic ten- 
sions in this rich farming region 
have erupted into open warfare 
between the Croatian National 
Guard and Serbian paramilitary 
fighters who want to see this area 
west of the Danube River in- 
corporated into a new "greater 
Serbia.” 

Croat villagers, fearing Serbian 
terrorists, have begun fleeing 


their homes in outlying Serb or 
Hungarian communities, said 
Vinkovci's Mayor Tihomir 
Zovak, an ardent Croatian 
nationalist. About 500 have 
moved into Vinkovci for safety 
he said. 

The events have made life here 
very difficult for people like Mr. 
Glodic. a widower. He said he is 
thinking of moving to an old 
people’s home to get away from 
the conflict. His son’s shop will 
never reopen unless someone 
guarantees security, he said. 

The mayor evinced little sym- 
pathy. He said the bombings 
were probably the work of Ser- 
bians trying to create an impress- 
ion that Serbs are under pressure. 

Mr. Glodic in May even voted 
in a referendum for Croatian 
independence. 

"I could not do otherwise, be- 
cause ! live here," he explained. 

If he could cast his ballot again, 
he said, "I would vote for peace 
... I am for order and the right to 
live without regard to national- 
ity." 


Film festival % ; 

opens in Moscow >• 

■? 

MOSCOW (AP) — Moscow’s 
17th international film festival . 
opened with a U.S. film in the 
competition, despite a boycott by jr 
the Motion Picture Association of 
America. More than 2,500 r ^ 
Muscovites and foreign film buffe 
converged on the Rossia Enter- s., 
tainment Centre to attend the Jjjp' 
opening ceremonies, the Soviet 
news agency, TASS, said..- 
Twenty-one films from 20 court- ' 7^ i ' 
tries were submitted in the com*. . 
petition, the news agency said. 

Despite the boycott, the Amer-: ,*.*%- 
ican film The Doors, directed by . 
Oliver Stone, was shown along .2- >/'-.• 
with the Soviet film Sons Of 
Bitches, directed by Leonid Fila-...^/ 
tov. Another U.S. film, Class -v.jjf: y 
Action, directed by Michael ; 
Apted. also was in the competi----^ ^ 
tion. The U.S. embargo was im- ,;^ . 
posed on June 4 by Jack Valenti, . 
president of the American asso* = -i^7 
ciation. The action was taken 
because of repeated Soviet film V '< 
piracy — showing American films ' • 

at theatres, on television and at 
privately-run video salons, where.' 
they are very popular. The U.S. 
film industry has accused the. ./‘C 
Soviet government of tacitly con- 
doning and even malting a profit- 
from the illegal viewings. The 
festival is the last opportunity for > 
Soviets to watch American films 
legally. According to festival.. 
organisers, the U.S. films will be'v jjflV 
shown as part of an agreement ' J 
made before the boycott was 
instigated. - - - - -T #* : 

$2.7 million prize j";: 
goes unclaimed. 

SPRINGFIELD. Illinois (R) — Vv, ~ 
A S2. 7 million state lottery, prize.', //;;■ 
drawn a year ago remained unoot- . ,;/^- 
lected when a deadline passed for ... 
claims at the close of- business ^ 
Monday, lottery officials .said. . 
The winning ticket was sold in the 
Chicago area and drawn on July 7/ * :///." 
1990. The money automatically: " 

reverted to an unclaimed . prize K •.-/./ 
fund which will be returned to; 
lottery players in the form of 
special prizes and other promo-' 
tions, a spokesman for the tottetfc./S 1 : / 
said. Thirty-three states in the 
U.&4 operate lotteries. . 

Raisa Gorbachev 

writing her memoirs & L 

■ 

NEW YORK (R) ~ Sovirt 
lady Raisa Gorbachev is writing. ”'^' 
an autobiography which she 
scribes as "a book of straight 7 : 77 .. 
speaking.” Harpercollins pub- ' 
fishers have announced; I taper ' 777 - 
Reminiscences And Reflections, /r*- ’ r 
will be published in eariy Septsm- '* 
ber in North America. Europe . -HT 
and the Commonwealth by Har- . • 

percollins. which published- *$= 
Soviet President Mikhail . Got-, 
bachev's Perestroika in 1987- The 
book promises a revealing; look at pz 
the Soviet first lady, spegkin&out _ . ’ rt T- 
on social and political issues in : 
her country and her impression of '*:■ 
the West. It will also describe .'ist 
Mrs. Gorbachev's meetings wiih Vi* 
former U.S. first lady Nancy :1s 
Reagan — with whom friction 
was apparent — Barbara Bush* 
wife of U.S. President .George -. *11 , 
Bush, and former British Prime -z” ‘ 
Minister Maragret Thatcher. In SJijjj 
the preface. Mrs. Gorbachev- ' 
writes: “this is a book of straight 
speaking, probably at times in- /.v®. t 
consistent, emotional ahd 
patchy." It takes the form of a -.-.Jam 
series of Mrs. Gorbachev's con- .“Cfc 
versations with Soviet writer _ ^ 
Georgy Pryakhin. It will be irons- 
lated (tom the Russian by David 
Floyd, who has translated .Alex-. 
under Solzhenitsyn. Lydia. Chu-r' 
kovskaya. and Leonid Borodin- 

Euro-parliament t 

backs plan to. ban ~ '-’A 
chewing tobacco ^ 

STRASBOURG. France (R) — 

The European parliament has re- 
packed a plan to stop chewing V?*? 
tobacco being sold m the Euro- 
pean Community. Chewing . ■ 

tobacco, the cowboy's favourite; ^ 
has been updated into srprodttet 
known as oral moist snufiiobac---./i - 
co. This is seen by tqbafeo 06m- ;:■* ^ 
panies as a potentiaJ smbke-fr^ , ^ a 
moneymaker. Swedish and U.S'. 
companies have been particulariy^ v'v^ 
active in seeking new markets/^ i 
with smokeless tobacco products;. 77 ? V, 
given a growing trendto. ban-X/*!fr, 
smoking m public and/ wofk-r^ l 
places. But Britain, Irelarid artEt-- ^ C 
Belgium have -already- banned/-^ & 
moist snuff on health 
Accordmg to U.S. and 
Health Organisation -Teseairchi 
product is more addictive (/ 

!l ke > „ t0 cause cancer thart: 
cigarettes. Parliament voted i 

ES? t0 b . ack ** European i^ ^ 
Commission’s propbsab to 
moist snuff from being 
Community from July J, J9S£*'£rV 
The proposal will became law . if A ^ 
ministers endoree j the;. 




